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JUSTIFICATION 


PROCEEDINGS 
Of the Honour ABLE the 


Houſe of Commons, &c. 


I S a Wiſe Saying of Solomon, and approved by Experience in all Na- 
tions, That in the Multitude of Counſelors is Safety : But if it were 
not for Difference in Opinion, I cann't ſee how there would be 


any more Safety in a Multitude of Counſellors than in One Single 
Perſon. 


Since then the Safety of the People of England depends upon the Variety of Judg- 


ments, and Opinions, in the Houſe of Commons, we muſtgggmpla in of particu- 
lar Speeches, or Motions, nor paſs any Judgment from the "ions of particular 
Perſons, but from the Final Reſolutions of the whole Houſe of Commons. 

[ ſhall therefore in the firſt place ſet forth, the moſt material Matters of Fact, as 
they ſtand in the Printed Votes ; and then conſider, Whether thoſe Proceedings 
were for the Service of the Nation, and conſequently deſerve to be approved or not. 


February 14th. 


Mr. Speaker reported, That His Majeſty had been pleaſed upon Tueſday laſt, to make a 
moſt Gracious Speech to both Houſes of Parliament; and is as followeth, wiz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


UR Great Mifortune in the Loſs of the Duke of Glouceſter, bath made it abſolutely neceſſary, 

that there ſhould be a farther Proviſion for the Succeſſion to the Crown, in the Proteſt ant Line, 

after Me, and the Princeſs. The Happineſs of the Nation, and the Security of Oar Religion, which 

# Our chiefeſt Concern, ſeems ſo much to depend upon thu, that I cannot doubt but it will meet with 
4 General Concurrence : And I earneſtly recommend it to your early and effectual Conſideration. 

The Death of the late King of Spain, with the Declaration of bu Succeſſor to that Monarchy, bas 
made ſo great an Alteration in the Affairs Abroad, that I mu#t deſire you very mat arely to conſider 
their preſent State: And I make no doubt, but your Reſolutions thereupon, will be ſuch, as ſhall be 
moſt conducing to the Intereſt and Safety of England, the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion 


in general, and the Peace of all Europe. 


Theſe Things are of ſuch Weight, that I bave thought them moſt proper for the Conſideration of 4 
New Parliament, to have the more immediate Sence of the Kingdom in ſo 2 a Conjunct ure. 

I muſt deſire of you, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, ſuch Supplies as you ſhall judge 
neceſſary for the Service of the Current Tear : And I muſt particularly put you in Mind of the Defs- 
eiencies, and Publick Debts, occaſioned by the late War, that are yet unprovided for, 


Tam 


——— — — — 
6 _> - 


* 
— 8 — 


2 4 Fuſtification of the Proceedings of the Home the 


* am obliged further to recommend to you, That you would inſþe the Condition of the Fleet, and 


The Re 
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your ſelves of a very Great Burthen ; and at the ſame time, add ſo many uſeful Hands to be employed 
in our Manufattures, and other Publick Qccaſjons. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I hope there will be ſuch an Agreement and Vigour in the Reſolutions you ſhall take upon the 
tant Matters now before you, us may make it appear, We are firmly united among Our Selves : And 
im my Opinion, nothing can contribute more to Our Safety at Home, or to Our being conſiderable 
Abroad, 


Upon this it was Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 


That this Houſe will to Morrow Morning at a Eleven a Clock, take into Conſidera- 
tion His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech to both Houſes of Parliament. 

Reſolv'd, That this * will Stand by, and Support His Majeſty, and His Government; 

and take ſuch Effectual Meaſures, as may beſt conduce to the Intereſt and Safety of 
England, the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace of Europe. 

Reſolv d, That the ſaid Reſolution be preſented to His Majeſty by the whole Houſe. 


What could the Houle of Commons have done more for the Intereſt of England, 
the Satisfaction of His Majeſty, and the Encouragement of our Allies abroad: 

Obj. They ought immediately to have addreſs d the King to declare War. 

Anſw. The Commons apprehended, that an immediate Declaration of War might 
be of fatal Conſequence both to Emgland and Holland: 157, Becaule neither of them 
were then prepared to make Reſiſtance. 2d4ly, Becauſe the Engliſh and Dutch Mer- 
chants had many Millions of Effects abroad, which would be immediately ſeized, 
and thereby Thouſands of Families ruined, and the French King enabled at their Ex- 
pence, to maintain a War againſt both Nations. 3dly, Thoſe Gentlemen were alſo 
very apprehenſive of the Burthen this Nation laboured under, during the laſt War, 
ia which they had ſpent above Sixty Millions of good Exgliſþ Money (an incredi- 
ble Sum), and yet were ſtill left in Debt near Twenty Millions more. They were 
afraid, that all the Adyantages which the Nation eojoy'd during the laſt War, would 
be taken away in this, by the Obſtruction of our Trade: So that all our Home- 
Commodities would lie upon our Hands; the Woollea Manufacture ruined, Thou- 
ſands of Families ſtarve and be undone, that liv'd by their honeſt Labour. 

The Induſtrious Farmer, who would expect the ſame good Rate for his Com- 
modities that he had during the laſt War, would be horribly diſappointed, when 
all our Foreign Trade to Flanders, Spain, the Streigbts, the Spaniſh Indies, &c. 
would be obſtructed : Theſe, and many other wiſe Conſiderations, induced theſe 
Gentlemen to think, that ia fo great and important an Affair, they could not act 
with too much Caution; they conſidered it was an eaſie thing to come into a War, 
bur it was not ſo eaſie to come out again, though with the expence of as many Mil- 
lions more. They could not but take notice ot the forwardneſs of thoſe Gentlemen, 
to enter into a new War, who had got moſt by the Management of the laſt : It was 
a great diſcouragement, ro honeſt Country Gentlemen, to ſee the Nation ſo much 
in Debt, and the chief Managers of Publick Affairs ſo vaſtly Rich. 

And theretore, fince the Nation was in ſuch Circumſtances, that they were not 
able to do as much! in this as in the laſt War, ſince the Emperor was the Principal 
Party concerned, and the Dutch in more immediate danger, the Commons thought it 

very 
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very reaſonable, that the Emperor and the Dutch ſhould bear a ſuitable Proportion 
of the Expences, and make the firſt advance towards a War; and inſiſted, that ſuch 
prudent Steps might be taken, as became the Wildom of a Houſe of Commons, and for 
taithful Truſtees and for the People of England; hat in caſe an Honorable and Safe Peace 
could not be obtained, that then the Emperor and the Dutch might apply to England, 
and not Exgland to them for Aſſiſtance. That is, in ſhort, they were not again 
a War, if neceſſary for the Common Safety; but they were not willing that Eng- 
land ſhould be made Principal in the War, and bear the greateſt Burthen, as they 
did in the laſt, | 
They were alſo afraid, that the Nation would be ruined by the ſame Evil Ma- 
nagement as in the laſt War, whereby a third part of all the Aids and Taxes were 
Squandred away in extravagant Intereſt, large Premiums, and exceſſive Rates for 
Stores, and other Proviſions. They were afraid of new Projects to raiſe Depen- 
dencics, and Eſtabliſh a Miniſtry that had acted to the Ruin of the King and King- 
dom: They were willing to come into a Neceſſary War in due time, but they 
were alſo deſirous to ſettle Preliminaries at Home, for the Common Safety. They 


concluded, that there was little Difference to a Nation, whether they were Ruined/// 


by Enemies Abroad, or Evil Councellors at Home; and therefore, there was a Ne- 
ceſſity to provide againſt both at the ſame time. 

Theſe, and many other Conſiderations, induced the Houſe of Commons, the wiſe 
Patriots of their Country, to be ſo Cautious at firſt; who, afterwards, when our 
Effects Abroad were Secured, and our Grievances at Home in a Method to be Re- 
dreſſed, when the Dutch were in a condition to Defend their Country, and the Em- 
peror's Forces in a readineſs to march for Italy, came in very freely, not only to 
preſerve the Peace, but alſo the Liberty and Ballance of Europe; and, in plain 
terms, to reduce the Exorbitant Power of France, All which rightly conſidered, 
does plainly demonſtrate, That there never was a Parliament more Zealous for the 
Good of England, and more Vigorous againſt the Intereſt of France. 

But ſtill ſome Perſons would not be convinc'd, but preſs'd on with all their Intereſt, 
to promote a ſpeedy Declaration of War ; and openly gave out, That all that were 
againſt it, were Penſioners of France, and Bribed with French Lui d Ores. 

But hold, why ſo much haſte for a War? What, muſt Exgland undertake the 
War by it ſelf, without cither the Emperor or the Dutch? No, they would come 
in aiterwards ; but how ? As Aſſiſtants to poor Exgland, not as Principals. Our 
Ambaſſadors then maſt be Courting and Craving for Aſſiſtance from thoſe that 
now are Courting ours, for fear that Eng/and ſhould be left alone to Encounter the 
whole Power of France, before their Forces were diverted any other way. 

But why are theſe fort of Men ſo very angry, and ſo haſty for a War? The rea- 
ſon is plain, They and their Friends have got great Eſtates out of the Spoils of the 
People, and are willing to keep what they have got. They are afraid, that in 
time of Peace, the Houſe of Commons will have leiſure to look into the Accompts 
of the Nation, and to make them Refund their ill-gotten Treaſure, to the Uſe of the 
Pablick, and towards the Diſcharge of thoſe great Debts, which they, by their Ex- 
travagancies, have brought upon the Nation. ö 

But by a War, they doubt not but to Entangle the Nation, Maintain their Poſts, 
and not only to keep what they have, but to add more to it. 


But now let us hear what His Majeſty's Opinion is of this Reſolution and 
Addreſs. 
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February 1 8. | 
Mr. Speaker Reports the King's Gracious Anſwer as followeth : 


Gentlemen, 


Thank you for this Addreſs, and your ready Concurrence to thoſe Great Ends therein mentioned, 
1 which I take to be Extremely Important, to the Honour and Safety of England; And I Aſſure 


you, I ſhall never propoſe any thing but what & for Our Common Advantage and Security. 


Having thu Occaſion, I think it proper to Acquaint you, That yeſterday ] received a Memorial 
from the Envoy Extraordinary of the States General; 8 Tranſlation whereof I leave with you. As 


to the firſt part of it, I think ut Neceſſary to ack your Advice; and as to the latter part, I defire your 
Aſſiſtance. | 


Thus you ſee, that His Majeſty, who certainly is the beſt Judge of this Matter, 
is Graciouſly pleaſed to Approve of this Reſolution, and to Thank the Commons 
heartily tor their ready Concurrence therein, as being extremely Important, to the 
Honour and Safety of England. 


But yet certain Gentlemen, without Doors, pretend to be wiſer than either the 
King or the Commons. | | 

'Tis plain, this did not anſwer their purpoſe, they were in haſte for an open 
Declaration of War, to prevent any Enquiries into High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 


— But the Foreign Miniſters, and moſt others, that underſtood the Poſture of Affairs 


Abroad, at that time, do now openly admire the Conduct of this Houſe of Commons 
in that great Affair, and ſay, That they have acted more like a Sele& Council of 
State, than a Popular Aſſembly. They are all convinced, that had not the Par- 
liament proceeded as they did, and kept France in Suſpence ; had they Declared at 
the beginning of the Seſſions what they did at the latter end of it, Holland had been 
over-run, the Emperor ſurprized, all the Exgliſh and Duteh Merchants Effects ſeized 
in Foreign Parts, and Exgland it ſelf in danger of an Invaſion. But thoſe Gentlemen 
anſwer all this with an old Maxim, Charity begins at Home : Let us (ſay they) Se- 
cure our ſelves in the firſt place, and let the reſt of the Nation take their Chance. 


February 19. 


Reſolved, That a Supply be Granted to His Majeſty. | 

Reſolve, Nemine Contradicente, That whoever ſhall Advance, or Lend into His Ma- 
jeſty's Exchequer, the Sum of Five hundred thouſand Pounds, for the Service of the 
Fleet, ſhall be re paid the ſame with Intereſt, at fix Pounds per Cent. per Annum, out 

of the firſt Aids to be Granted this Seflions. . 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradiceme, That whoſoever ſhall Advance, or Lend into His Ma- 
jeſty's Exchequer, the Sum of Fifty thouſand Pounds, for the Subſiſtance for the Guards 
and Garrifons, ſhall be re. paid the ſame with Intereſt, at '6 J. per Cent. per Annum, 
out of the firſt Aids to be Granted this Seffion. 

Refokved, That this Houſe will, upon Friday Morning next, at Eleven a Clock, Reſolve 


it ſelf into a Conimittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of the Supply to be 
Granted to His Majeſty. 0 


| Ts not this an early Demonſtration of the Readineſs of the Commons to Support 
His Majeſty, and to provide for the Safety of Exglaud ? But alas! that was the 


feaſt thing that theſe pretended Reformers thought of; they wanted to Support 
themſelves, and to provide for their own private Safety, not for the Publick. 


Ne February 20. | 
© Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be made to His Majeſty, That he will pleaſe to En- 
ter into ſuch Negotiations, in Concert with the States-General of the United Provinces, 
| and 


* 


. 


As Sos ee - te — ” w_—_—— — „ 


ae Commans in he Lt Sens of Fee. 8 


and other Potentates, as may moſt effe&ually Conduce to the Mutual Safety of theſe 
Kingdoms, and the States- General, and the Preſervation of the Peace of Europe; And 


giving him Aſſurances of Support and Aſſiſtance, in Performance of the Treaty made 
with the States General, the 3d of March, 1677. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Addrels be preſented to His Majeſty by the whole Houſe. 


_ 


What can poſſibly be ſaid by any Honeſt Exgliſp· Man, againſt the Care of the 
Commons, ſo early demonſtrated by this Reſolution for the Publick Safety? Eſpeci- 
ally when it is conſidered, that by the Treaty with the Dutch, in the Year 1677, 
England is obliged, upon the firſt Inſult upon the Dutch, to Aſſiſt them with Ten 
thouſand Land-men, and Twenty Men of War, and to Mediate an Honourable and 
Safe Peace; which, if not obtained in the ſpace of two Months, then England is to 
Aſſiſt them (tots Viribus) with all the Forces they are able; and what more could be 
expected? The King deſired no more: The States deſired no more: And yet ſome 
Gentlemen, out of Doors, are not contented. . What can be the meaning of it, if 
not that which has been already mentioned? The Commons did all that they could 

poſſibly do as Aſſiſtants, without making England Principal in the War; for the de- 
claring that they would perform that Treaty in 1677, was, in effect, a Declaration 
of War againſt Fraxce, that very moment that he made an Inſult upon the Dutch. 
There was no other difference between doing it in this manner, and in any other, But 
that, by entring into a War upon the foot of this Treaty, we ſhould come in as Aſſiſtants ; 
but by entring into a War by a new Declaration, we made England Principal, which 
was the great thing to be avoided. 175 

And here I muſt again Appeal to the Judgment of His Majeſty. 


February 22. 


Mr. Speaker Reported His Majeſty's Gracious Anſwer to the ſaid Addreſs, as 
followeth : 


Gentlemen, 


Thank you heartily for the Advice you have given Me, and your Unanimous Reſolution to Sup- 
port and Aſſiſt Me, in making good the Treaty mentioned in your Addreſs; And I will imme- 
diately Order my Miniſters Abroad, to enter into Negotiations, in Concert with the States- General, 
and other Potentates, for the Attaining of thoſe great Ends which you deſire. 
Nothing can more effeFually Conduce to Our Security, than the Unanimity and Vigour you have 


ſhew+d on this Occaſion 3 And I ſhall always Endeavour, on my part, to Preſerve and Increaſe this 
Mutual Truſt and Confidence between Us. 


Thus it is evident to all the World, that nothing has been wanting on the part 
of the Commons, to Secure a League with Portugal, and all other Potentates. 


% 


But fee here the Difference between the Stile of the King, and of thoſe that call 


themſelves the Aings Friends ? The King thanks the Commons heartily, for their 
Unanimous Reſolution to Support him, in making. good that Treaty, But theſe 
Gentlemen call this, Deſerting the Dutch, being njuſt to, our Treaties, Unkind to 
our Confederates, and Diſhonourable to the Englith Nation. 
O vile Wretches! What but a Legion of meer Devils could have invented ſuch 
Falſe and Scandalous Reflections on the whole Houſe of Commons? The Patriots of 
their Country, and conftant Preſervers of the Rights and Liberties of the People of 
England > ö 
"The King declares, That nothing can more effectually conduce to our Security, 
than the Unanimity and Yigour which the Commons had ſhewed on that occaſion. 
But theſe Gentlemen ſay, Tis almoſt too late; and ſhews, they are negligent of the 
| Safety of England, and of our Proteſtant Neighbours : But who ſhall we believe, 
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| | the King, that fully underſtood the Poſture of Affairs Abroad? Or thoſe worthy 
= 


Gentlemen, that underſtood or conſidered nothing but the Long Bags of Ill gotten 
; ; . Money they were in haſte to ſecure from a Bill of Account. 5 
R 4 => 42+ 8 The King is graciouſly pleaſed to own with Satisfaction, The mutual Truſt and 
1 Confidence between Him and his Commons. But theſe Gentlemen that pretend to be 
| ſo much the King's Friends, are ſo enraged at this Good Correſpondence, as if this 
Mutual Truſt between the King and the Commons, were to be the Cauſe of their 
Otter Ruine. 

Tis very remarkable to obſerve the Steps that thoſe Gentlemen have taken to 
carry their Point: 1, They endeavoured to make the King believe, that they were 
his Only Friends, and that all the, Country Gentlemen were his Enemies, all a Par- 
cel of Facobites, all for Popery and Slavery without more ado. And that they at- 
tack them, purely becauſe they are his Friends, and thereby intend to weaken his 
Intereſt, 5 

When this Stratagem would not take, then they endeavoured to miſrepreſent the 
Parliament to the People ; the firſt Attempt that has been made in Times of Danger 
from Abroad, to make the People out of Love with their own Repreſentatives, and 
the very Conſtitution that has hitherto preſerved England. Iis a Sign their Caſe 
was deſperate, when they were forced to undertake fo difficult a Task,and fo dange- 
rous to the Publick Safety. But when that Project failed, then they endeavoured to 
divide the Two Houſes : But alas, a little Time will diſcover the True End of that 
Wicked Deſign ; and the Intereſt of Both Houſes, will induce them to preſerve that 
Union which is neceſſary to preſerve their Being. But to return: 


2 


The ſame Day it was 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That Proviſion be made from Time to Time, for making 
Good the Principal and Intereſt due on all Parliamentary Funde, granted ſince His Ma- 
jeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Crown. 


In purſuance of which Vote, the Committee of the whole Houſe came to theſe 
Reſolutions on the 24th of March. 


Reſolved, I. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That T wenty-five thouſand Pounds 
be allowed to the Office of the Ordinance for Land-Service, for the Year One chou- 
(and ſeven hundred and one. | 

Re/olved, II. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Sum not exceeding One 
hundred thouſand Pounds be granted to His Majeſty, towards the Cancelling and 
Diſcharging of Exchequer-Bills. 

Reſolved, III. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to His 
Majeſty for raiſing the Sum of Thirty feven thouſand ſeven hundred eighty eight Pounds 
and one Shilling, tor the Payment of Seven Quartets Intereſt, due at Lad) Day, One 


| 
thouſand ſix hundred ninety nine, upon the Malt-Tickets. 


Reſolved, IV. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to His 
Majeſty for raiſing the Sum of Thirty three thouſand eight hundred forty ſeven Pounds 
Eighteen Shillings and Five Pence, for the Payment of One Year's.Intereſt of the 
Loans due upon the Firſt Three Shillings Aid. 
Reſolved, V. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to His 
Majeſty, for raiſing the Sum of One thouſand two hundred thirty two Pounds, for the 
Payment of One Year's Intereſt for the Moneys remaining unſatisfied, advanced upon 
the late Duties laid upon Vellum, Parchment, and Paper. | 
9 Reſolved, VI. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to His 
38 | Majeſty, for raiſing the Sum of Eighteen thouſand Three hundred eighty one Pounds 
Twelve Shillings, for paying One Year's Intereſt of the Money remaining due upon the 
Third Quarterly Poll, | 4 5 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, VII. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to His 
Majeſty, for raiſing the Sum of Thirty five thouſand three hundred and ten Pounds 
Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence, for paying of One Year's Intereſt of the Debt ow- 
ing upon the Leacher. Duties. | 

Reſolved, VIII. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a Supply be granted to 
His Majeſty for raiſing the Sum of One thouſand Seven hundred thirty eight Pounds 
and Seven Pence, for paying One Year's Intereſt due of the Loans upon the Third 
Three Shillings Aid. 


All theſe Reſolutions,were Agreed to by the Houſe, except the Seventh ; which 
was diſagreed to at that time, at the Motion and imprudent Requeſt of the chief 
Proprietors of that Debt, then ar the Door of the Houle of Commons ; who, it 
ſcems, were not content to take their Intereſt at 8 per Cent for this Year, without 
having part of their Principal: But the Houſe having Calculated 3 s. in the Pound 
upon Land; and by that, and other means, to raiſe more Money than was ever 
done in a Year of Peace, for the neceſſary Service of the Current Year, they did 
not think that the Nation could well bear a greater Tax this Year : Of which thoſe 
Gentlemen being afterwards made ſenſible, did accept their Intereſt accordingly. 

But this Proeceding gave a Handle to thoſe pretended Reformers to accule the 
Houſe of Commons, ot what they and their Friends had occaſioned in former Par- 
lamcats, and u hich the Chief of this Parliament always declaimed againſt ; and that 
was raiſing Money on deficient Funds, with borrowing Clauſes, and not transferring the 
Deficiencies to the next Aids, This was at firſt invented on purpoſe to keep up a 
Dependency on the former Managers, and has been the Means, by extravagant In- 
tereſt, and large Premiums for Money, of raiſing Great Eſtates to private Perſons, 
and bringing the Nation under the Burthen of a vaſt Debt: Which is now ſo very 
great, that it is almoſt impoſſible for any Parliament to anſwer the Clamours that 
11] People will always raiſe on that occaſion, without utter Ruine to the Nation. 

There is no other Fund now left, to raiſe any Money upon, but Land ; tis that 
muſt bear all the Burthen: And 4 s. in the Pound, will raiſe but two Millions of 
Money, or thereabouts, towards the Payment of Sixteen Millions, and upwards. 
"Tis true, that all but three Millions, or thereabouts, have Funds: But alas, theſe 
Funds will pay little more beſides the Intereſt ; and therefore the Burthen on Land 
muſt fall very heavy one time or other: And in caſe a War happens, I cannot fee 
how Ten Shillinge in the Pound can anſwer all Occaſions. 

But yer theſe Pretenders to the Publick Good, are for paying the Nations Debt 
in One Year, which they by their Extravagancies and Applications to their own 
private, and other corrupt Uſes, have been contracting in ſo many: And the better 
to enable the Nation to do it, they were in haſte for a War, and to make England 
Principal in it: That the Nation may be ſure to find Employment for their Money, 
and that they may once more have the Management of it. . 

For my part, I muſt declare, that nothing can tend more to the Honour and In- 
tereſt of any Nation, then being juſt and honeſt in all their Dealings, and by Diſ- 
charging the Debts of the Nation, they will preſerve the Credit of Parliaments, and 
thereby be enabled to raiſe more Money when they have occaſion for it, and at a 
lower Intereſt ; and I doubt not but every Good Man will give his Helping-hand to 
{o Good a Work. 

But on the other fide it muſt be conſidered, that the Setring out a Fleet, and Sink- 
ing the Exchequer-Bills, (which was then at near 20 per Cent. Intereſt and Charges, 
and a great Clog upon all the Revenue) and other the neceſſary Charges for Service 
of the Current Year, was ſo great, that more then was done could not well be ex: 
peed this Lear: The Nation was not to be left defenceleſs on one fide, nor a 
greater Tax this Year to be impoſed on Land on the other. | 
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Tis not uſual to complain of Parliaments for not raiſing Money: It is an eaſie 
Matter to Vote Supplies, if it were as eaſie for the Nation to pay them: A wiſe Par- 
liament conſiders all Circumſtances, and acts for the Good of the Whole, not of 
any particular Party : And I doubt not, but this Parliament will do all that is poſſi- 
ble for the Deficient Funds, and give them full Content; but however, they are in 
a hard Caſe at this time: For if they Tax Land too high, they are Cenſured by the 
Country ; and if they do got, the City falls upon chem But yet theſe Gentlemen 
will all be Governed by Reaſon. But when the Parliament muſt be inſtructed by 
every Factious Club, and threatned with the Mobb, to teach them their Duty, it 1s 
time for the People of England to look about them, and either to Support the Juſt 
Rights of their Repreſentatives,and maintain that Reſpett that ought to be paid to Par- 
liaments or elſe for ever to give up their Pretences either to Liberty or Property, © 


February 25. 


That al! Bills relating to the Poor be declared to be Pablick Bill', and paſs witliout pay- 
ing Fees. 


This Vote was paſſed with that Frankneſs by the Honourable Sp———<r, that it 


puts me in mind of a Scandalous Reflection upon him in the Legion ; tor taking the 
tame Fees for the Votes, which his Predeceſſors took before him: I conteſs 1 can't 
pals it by without ſome admiration, that thoſè very Perſons who have plundered the 
People of many Millions amongſt them, contrary to all Reaſon, and without Prece- 
dent, won't ſufler another to take the {mall and uſual Perquiſites belonging to his 
Office, without ſuch barbarous Epithets, as ih, the whole Kingdom were to be ruined 
by it; they truly verifie the old Proverb, That one may better ſteal a Mare, than 
another look over the Hedge. | 


This day ſeveral Orders were made about Exchequer Bills, which gives me occaſion 
to open to you that Myſtery of Iniquity, 

When Exchequer Bills were firſt iſſued out on a Deficient Fund, and afterwards 
without any Fund at all, it was propoſed, that inſtead of iſſuing out Bills on high In- 
tereſt without a Fund, Bills with little or no Intereſt might be iſſued on a Secure 
Fund, which would Sink a certain Number of them every Year, and in a reaſonable 
time Diſcharge the whole Debt, without farther Difficulties. By this means, the 
whole Debt of Exchequer Bills had been Diſcharged by this time, and above a Mil- 
lion of Money paid tor Circulation thereof, Saved tothe People; whereas now, the 
Debt ſtiil remains a heavy Clogg upon the Nation. 

But this Propoſal was not Accepted: Firſt, Becauſe this Subſtantial Project had 
put an End to all other Projects for Railing Money; and conſequently, to the Me- 
rit of ſome Perſons that depended thereupon, | 

Secondly, There would then have been no room to create Dependancies, and to 
eſtabliſh Offices for uſeful Parliament men, as Truſtees for the Circulating Exchequer 
Bills, and at good Salaries from the King. | 
.- Thirdly, Some conſiderable Men would have loſt an opportunity of Subſcribing 
large Sums in other Perſons Names, for Circulating Exchequer Bills, without paying 
in one penny of Money to the Exchequer, and thereby have loſt a Rent Charge of 
ſeveral Thouſand Pounds a Year (as Intereſt-Money without a Princi pal) to their 
own private Ule. But the Parliament begin now to have their Eyes open, and 
to underſtand all thoſe Myſterious Impoſitions on the People, and that is their great 
Crime. | 


February 
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Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That Thirty Thouſand Men be Employed in the Sea. 
Service, for a Summer Guard, for the Year 170r. . 8. 


This is another Inſtance of their great Neglect of the Poblick Safety, and of 


their Betray ing England to the French King. All theſe Proceedings are mighty De- — 7 


monſtrations ot the French Lui d Ores flying about amongſt the Parhament-Men . 
but 1 wiſh all the Old Miniſters be as free as the Members of the NMouſe of Commons. 


If a Parliament of England could have been. corrupted, #Z»g/and had been Ruined / 


long ago; but though we can give no inſtance of that kind, yet we can give many 
inſtances of the Corruption and Bribery of Evil Miniſters. | 

Let Gentlemen ſeriouſſy conſider the uſual Policy of the French King on one ſide, 
and the Perſons that were moſt able to ſerve him on the other, and then make a 
Judgment wio were molt likely to be tempted by him, Whether they that could 
give him Kingdoms, or they that could only promiſe him Votes? Ang whether 
were molt likely to refiſt Temptations, they that had diſcovered an Avaricious 
Temper, and made long and unjuſt Steps, in other reſpects, to gain vaſt Eſtates, 
and raiſe ima cn Fortunes to themſelves, or thoſe honeſt Country Gentlemen, that 
are Men of Honour and Principles, Men of ancient Eſtates and Families, and whoſe 
Anceſtors, as well as themſelves, have been the conſtant Patriots of their Country, 
and Defenders of the Juſt Rights and Liberties of the People: 

Whether is it caſicr, to corrupt a few great Miniſters „ or Four or Five hun- 
- dred Members of Parliament? Conſider the Practice of former Ages; conſider 
whoſe Intereſt it is to cry out Whore firſt. Conſider how many Evil Migiſters, in 


former times, have raſed their Fortunes by oppoſing France, and afterwards Secu- 7 
red and Increaſed their Fortunes by cloſing with that Intercſt.;- Let us conſider whO- 


they be that have any ſigns of the Principles of true Religion, or cven of Morality, 
to Defend them againſt Corruption; or how they come to think fo hardly of others, 
it they, themſelves are ſo innocent. Let us conſider who thoſe Loyal Perſons are, 
that would rather acknowledge their own faults, than endcavour to lay the Blame 
on the Royal Perſon of their Prince: That would rather attend the uſual Proceedings 
of Parliament, on Impeachments, than endeavour to create a, Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the two Houles, and delay the Publick Buſineſs of the Nation: Delay the 
Money Bills; delay the King's Journey to Holland; procure the rejecting the Bills 
of Accompis, and thereby delay the payment of the Army, who had fought ſo 


bravely for their Country, Let us find out theſe Men of Loyalty to their King. 


and Love to their Country, that would rather ſuffer themſelves, than. Purchaſe their 
Liberty at the price ol their Country ; and then Ill eaſily believe, that they are 
Men of that Principle, that would not be influenc'd by any Temptation from France. 
In the mean time, let us not judge upon falle and malicious Suggeſtions, but either 
on Evidence or Reaſon. 

February 20. 


Reſolved, That a Committee be Appointed to enquire into the Abuſes committed in the 
Revenues of Hoſpitals, and co Report their Opinion how the ſame may be remedied 
tor the future. : | WY | 

And a Committee was accordingly Appointed, and they have Power to fend for Perſons, 

Papers and Records. [EL 609 e | 

\ Ordered, That it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, That they do allo Enquire in- 

into any Perpetual Charities, and the Abuſes committed in them, and Report their 
Opinion concerning the fame. 


February 
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February 28. 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, by ſuch Members of 
this Houſe as are of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy-Council, That he will be 
pleaſed to Iſſue his Royal Proclamation, for a Day of Publick Faſting and Humilia- 
tion, to implore the Bleſſing of Almighty God upon the Conſultations of this Par- 
liament, and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Publick Peace. 


” | March 1. 


Ordered, That Leave be given to oy in a Bill, or Bills, for the Setting the Poor on 
Work; And for the providing for ſuch as are not able to Mork: And that Sir Rowland 
Gwyn, Sir Robert Clayton, Sir William Aſhurft, Mr. Topham, Sir Jobn Phillips, and 
Mr. Clerk, do prepare and bring in the lame. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the ſaid Perſons to Inſpe the Laws relating to the Poor; 
And that they do prepare, and bring in a Bill or Bills, tor the Repeal of ſuch of them 

| as are proper ſo to be, and to reduce the reſidue into one Law. 


Theſe Reſolutions demonſtrate what the Legion Aſſerts, That the Houſe of Com- 
mons conſiſted of a Majority of Gentlemen, very Vicious both in their Morals and 
Religion, Lewd in Life, and Erroneous in Doctrine, &c. 

But the General Articles in the Legion of Immorality and Pre faneneßs, were plain- 
ly made uſe of as a Colour to diſguiſe the Authors of that Villanous Paper; who are 
10 remarkable for their Adulteries, profane Curſing and Swearing, and impudently 
denying the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour in their Common Converſation; that 
they conceived they could not cover themſelves in Writing that Scandalous Paper 
with a better Gloſs, than by pretending to Religion; which every Perſon know s 
they are ſo much Strangers to in their Lives and Converſations. 

But is there any thing in all that Paper, that ſavours of Religion, or even of 
Good Manners 2 How then come theſe Gentlemen to be ſo zealous tor a Reforma- 
tion of Manners ? There is indeed a Number of worthy Pious and Religious Gentle- 
men in the Nation, that have endeavoured at their own Expence and Trouble, by 
diſperſing Good Books, ſetting up Charitable Schools, and other Legal and Prudent 
Means, to Work a Reformation in the Nation ; for which they are much to be 
commended : But I am ſure, they muſt all abominate the Vile Practices of the Au- 
thors of that Seditious Paper, and look upon them as their greateſt Enemies, and the 
Encouragers of all the Debauchery of the preſent Times. 

But how came theſe Gentlemen to vary fo much from their own Doctrine; that 
every Man ought to be eſteem d a good Man, til ſomething appeared to the contrary a 
The Anſwer is plain; Every Man of their Party ought to have the Benefit of their Law; 
but thoſe that would puniſh them for their Iniquities, are juſtly excluded from the Ad. 
vantage thereof. | 


February 28. 


The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſideration the Report, or Account, from the Com- 
miſſioners for Taking, Examining, and Determining the Debts due to the Army, and for 
Tranſport-Service : And alſo an Account of the Prizes taken during the War; and that 
* of the Report, or Account, relating to Prizes; and alſo the Copy of the Precept ſent 

y the ſaid Commiſſioners of Accompts, to the Commiſſioners of Prizes; and the Scheme 
there upon were read. 

And the Houſe being informed, That the Commiſfioners of Accompts, and Commil- 
ſioners of Prizes attended (according to Order) they were called in; and they being at 
hs Bar, the ſaid Report, or Accompt, and Precept, and the Scheme, were again read co 
them. | 


And 
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And the Commiſlioners of Accompt, delivered in an Account of their Proceedings with 


the Commiſſioners of the Prize-Office, in relation to the Buſineſs of Prizes, which was alſo 
read. 


And then the Commiſlioners of the Prizes were heard. 

And afterwards the Commiſſioners of Accompts, and Commiſſioners of Prizes withdrew 

And Jobn Parkhur#, Eſq; a Member of this Houſe (one of the Commiflioners) was heard 

in his Place. And then he withdrew. 

Reſolved, That Jobn Parkhurſ#, Eſq; (one of the Commiſſioners of the Prizes) having 
neglected to deliver in the Accompts of the faid Commiſſioners, as required by the 
Commiſſioners appointed by Act of Parliament, to Take, Examine, and Determine 
the Debts due to the Army, Navy, and for Tranſport-Service : And alſo an Account 
of the Prizes taken during the late War, hath been Guilty of a Neglect of his Duty in 
the ſaid Office, and of a Contempt of the faid Act. 

Reſolved, That Fobn Pafchall, Eſq; (one of the Commiſſioners of the Prizes) having neg- 
lected to deliver in the Accompts of the faid Commiſſioners, as required by che Com- 
miſſionets appointed by Act of Parliament, to Take, Examine, and Determine the 


Debts due to the Army, Navy, and for Tranſport-Service : And alſo an Account of 


the Prizes taken during the late War, hath been Guilty of a Neglect of his Duty in the 
{aid Office, and of a Contempt of the ſaid Act. 
Ordered, That the ſaid Fohn Parkburſt, Eſq; be for his ſaid Offence committed Priſoner to 
His Majeſty's Tower of London. And that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrant accordingly. 
Ordered, That the ſaid Fohn Paſchall, Elq; be for his ſaid Offence committed Priſoner to 
His Majeſty's Tower of London. And that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrant accordingly. 
\ Ordered, That the ſaid Commiſſioners of Prizes, do by this Day Three Weeks, make up 
their Accompts, and tranſmit the ſame to the ſaid Commillioners of Accompts, accor- 
, ding to the Directions by them receiv'd from the ſaid Commiſſioners of Accompts. 


Now comes on the Cauſe of all our Clamours : What ſhall we do now ? If the 
Commons go on at this Rate, we are all undone. I have ſpent (lays one) a great 
part of my Gains upon my Dear Dalilahs. And have lived up to the Grandeur of my 
Place, ſays another. I have ſpent half my Gains to ſupport my Intereſt in Elections, 
ſays a Third. And I have been forced to Bribe ſeveral Corporations, ſays a Fourth. 1 
have Supported the Cauſe with Libels and Pamphlets, from Year to Year, at my 
own Expence ; and I have ſpent vaſt Sums, to keep Spies and Correſpondents in all 
Counties and Coftee-Houſes, to Support the Party; and if we muſt now Refund, 
we are in a fine Condition. And thus they go on. Here is the great Outcry ; the 
Camp is alarm'd ; all agree, that they muſt either Ruine the Houle of Commons, 
or be Ruined themſelves. What Method then muſt be taken? Se/f-preſervation is 
above all. 

Upon the whole Matter they reſolve, Nemine Contradicente, to ſet the Nation to- 
gether by the Ears, one way or other: 1ſt, They/ try to divide the King and the 
Commons. If that will not do, then theyll try to bring Parliaments themſelves to Diſ- 
grace with the People. And if that fail, they'll ſtrive to divide the two Houſes. But 
as the Poet has it : | 


Vain thy Attempts the Houſes to divide, 
They'll cloſe again, and cruſh thy daring Pride. 
Audacious Vpſtart ! think on Milo's End, 
Wedg'd in that Timber which he ſtrove to rend. 


March 1. 


The Houſe reſolv'd it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of that 


St of His Majeſty's Speech, which relates to the Succeflion : And came to ſeveral Reſo- 
utions. 
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March 3. 


The ſaid Reſolutions were Reported, and with an Amendment agreed to by the 
Houſe ; and were as followeth : 


Reſolved, That for the preſerving the Peace and Happineſs of this Kingdom, and the Se- 
curity of the Proteſtant Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed, it is ablolutely neceſſary a farther 
Declaration be made of the Limitation and Succeſſion of the Crown, in the Proteſtant 
Line, after His Majeſty, and the Princeſs, and the Heirs of their Bodies reſpectively. 
Reſolved, That Further Proviſion be firſt made for the Security of the Rights and Liberties 


of the People. 


March 12. 


Reſolved, That all Things relating to the Well Governing of this Kingdom, which are 
properly Cognizable in the Privy-Council, ſhall be tranſacted there; and all Reſolu- 
tions taken thereupon, ſhall be Signed by the Privy-Council. 

Reſolved, That no Perſon whatſoever, that is not a Native of England, Scotland, or lre- 
land, or the Dominions thereunto belonging, or who is not born of Exgliſb Parents 
beyond Seas, (altho' ſuch Perfon be Naturalized, or made Denizen) ſhall be capable 
to be of the Privy-Council, or a Member of either Houſe of Parliament; or to enjoy 
any Office of Place or Truſt, either Civil or Militaty. 

Reſolved, That no Perſon whatſoever, that is not a Native of England, Scotland, or Ireland, 

or of the Dominions thereunto belonging; or who is not born of Exgliſh Parents be- 
yond the Seas (altho' ſuch Perſon be Naturalized or made Denizen) ſhall be capable of 
any Grant of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, fiom the Crown, to himſelf, or 
any other in Truſt for him. 

Reſolved, That upon the further Limitation of the Crown, in Cale the ſame ſhall here- 
after come to any Perſon, not being a Native of this Kingdom of England, this Nation 
be not obliged to engage in any War, for the Defence of any Dominions or Territories 
not belonging to the Crown of England, without the Conſent of Parliament. 

Reſolved, That whoſoever ſhall hereatcer come to the Poſſeſſion of this Crown, ſhall join in 

- Communion with the Church of England as by Law Eſtabliſhed. 

Reſolved, That no Pardon be Pleadable to any Impeachment in Parliament. 

, Reſolved, That no Perfon who ſhall hereafter come to the Poſſeſſion of this Crown, fhall 
go out of the Dominions of England, Scotland, or Ireland, without Conſent of Par- 
liament. RES. £0" | 
Reſolved, That no Perſon who has an Office under the King, or receives a Penſion from 

the Crown, ſhall be capable of ſerving as a Member of the Houſe of Commons. 
| Reſolved, That further Proviſion be made, for the Confirming of all Laws and Statutes, 
for the Securing our Religion, and the Rights and Liberties of the People. 

Reſolved; That Judges Commiſſions be made Quam diu fi bene geſſerint, and their Salaries 

\ aſcertained and eſtabliſhed : But upon the Addreſs ot either Houſe of Parliament, it 

\ be law ful to remove them. | 

Reſolved, That the Prineeſs Sophia, Dutcheſs. Dowager of Hannover, be Declared the next 
in Succeſſion to the Crown of England, in the Proteſtant Line, after His Majeſty, and 
the Princeſs, and the Heirs of their Bodies reſpectively: And that the further Limita- 


tion of the Crown, be to the ſaid Princels Sopbia, and the Heirs of her Body, being 
Proteſtants. | 


Ordered, That a Bill be brought in upon the ſaid Reſolutions. And a Committee was 
appointed to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


What can more evidently demonſtrate the great Regard of this Houſe of Com- 
mons to the King, or their Care of the True Intereſt ot the People, than, 1, To 
eſtabliſh the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, according to the King's Gracious 
Speech. And, 24%, To make farther Proviſion for the Rights and Liberties of the 


People. 


But 


Honuſe of Commons, in the Laft Seſfions of Fi 


But ſee the Malice and Principles of the Oppoſite Party : Firſt, They tell you 
that this Houſe of Commons are Jacobites; then if you urge againſt them the Bill of 

Succeſſion in. the Proteſtant Line, then they tell you that the Commons have ſo 
leſlen'd the Prerogative, that none will accept of the Crown : So that poor Emgland 
muſt go a begging tor a King. Sometimes they ſay the Commons have taken no 
Care «vt ihe People, and therefore they'll puniſh them by open Force ; at other 


times they alledge, That they have taken too much Care of the People, and there- 
fore have broken their Truſt to the Crown. 


What can an honeſt indifferent Perſon make of all this? If the Commons dor't 
ſettle the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line they are Jacobites; and if 
they do, they are Facobites ſtill, Why ? Becauſe it is the Intereit of ſome Perſons 


to have them thought ſo. And will the People of England be Lulled afleep with 
ſuch Nonlence ? 


But if a Man may gueſs at their meaning by their mumping, here are ſome things 


theſe Gentlemen have no reaſon to Approve : Firſt, That all Matters Cognizable A 
Council, ſhall be Tranſatted there, and Signed by the Privy-Council. This is a Curb 
upon their Secret Deſigns ; this is a Tacit Reflect ion upon the Adviſing, and Setting 
the Great Seal of England, with large Blanks, to the Treaty of Partition, withour 
the Advice ot any Exgliſb Councel : But it this Method had been then obſerved, 
England, nor Europe, had not been in ſo bad a Condition, nor in fear of the Power 
ot France. 'Twas not poſlible for a Privy-Council, of honeſt Engliſb men, to have 
given their Advice to a Treaty ſo pernicious to England, as that hath been Adjudg'd 
to be by both Houſes of Parliament. 

Another thing there 1s that Evil Miniſters can. never Approve of; and that IS, 
That no Pardon be Pleadable to any Impeachment of Parliament. This is a terrible 
Check to Corruption and Bribery, when they have no hopes to eſcape, but by di- 
viding the two Houſes, which they will not be always able to accompliſh. 


A third thing there is they cannot Digeſt ; and that is, That no Perſon in Office 


ſhall be a Member of the Houſe of Commons. But can any thing more demonſtrate 
tlie Sincerity ot this Parliament, to the True Intereſt ot England, than this Self. 
denying Clauſe > They have found by Experience, that nothing has contributed 
more to the Difficulties and Debts we labour under, than the admitting of Members 
of Parliament to have any Advantage from the Publick Aids and Taxes ! This is a 
Temp ation upon them to Paſs unneceſſary Taxes, and afterwards to Apply them 
to unneceſſary Uſes : There is no need of any Miniſters, or Courtiers, to promote 
the King's Aflairs in the Houſe of Commons, they, only raile Jealouſies, and create 
Obſtructions. The true Intereſt of the King and the People are One and the Same; 
they are like Man and Wife, and when all Jealouſies are removed, they will always 
go on unanimouſly together for the Publick Good. 

I might here take notice, that many Perſons are not pleas'd with that Propoſition, 
That whoever ſhall hereafter come to the Crown, ſhall join in Communion with the Church 
England: But of this I ſhall ſay no more, I hope all Moderate Diſſenters will 
be content with Liberty of Conſcience, without Endeavouring to deſtroy the E/fta- 
Bliſhed Church. * | Ry w 

But though it is not next in order, yet I think it not improper, on this Occa- 
ſion, to ſlip over other Matters, to the King's Opinion of this Bill, which was ex- 
preſſed in his Speech upon the Throne, June 12. in theſe words: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Return yow my hearty Thanks for the Care you have taken to Eft abliſh the Succeſſion to the: 
Crown, in the Proteſtant Line; And I muſt not loſe ths Occaſion of Acquainting you, That 1 

am likewiſe extremely Senſible of your repeated Aſſurances of Supporting Me in ſuch Alliances as ſhall 
| be 
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be moſt. proper for the Preſervation of the Liberty of | Europe, and for the Security of England and 
Holland, Cc. | 


Thus, you ſee, His Majeſty and his pretended Friends can't agree in any thing ; 
what His Majeſty thinks well done, they think the direct contrary ; what he Thanks 
the Commons for, they Curſe them, with Bell, Book and Candle. Therefore the 
Nation muſt be Judge, whether theſe Men Conſult the Publick Good or their own ; 
whether their Intereſt, and the King's, be One and the Same. Whether that which 
is for the Common Good of the King and Kingdom, be not Deſtructive to their pri- 


vate Deſigus and Intereſt. 


March 13. 


The Houſe, according to Order, proceeded to take into further Conſideration the Re- 
port from the Committee, to whom it was Reſerred, to Examine into the Matter of a Let- 
ter that was written down to Bramber, to Corrupt the faid Borough, in the laſt EleRion of 
Members there. 

And Mr. Stringer Acquainted the Houſe, That ſince the Report made, there was come 
to his hands the Original of a Letter, (a Copy whereot is mentioned in the Report) and he 
delivered the fame in at the Table; and the ſame was Read. 

And Mr. Samuel Shepherd Senior, and Mr. Samuel Shepherd Junior, and Mr. Francs Shep- 
herd, and Mr. Martin, Attending in their Places, (according to Oder) the Report was again 
Read, and they were Heard thereupon. 

And Mr. Millman was ſeveral times called in, and Examined, and withdrew. 

Alſo one Mr. Holland was called in, and Examined, and then he wirhdrew. 

Alſo Mr. Dalby Thomas was Called in, and Examined, and Heard, (as to the Charge 
againſt him) and then he withdrew. 

Afterwards Mr. Millman, and Mr. Thomas, were called in together, and Heard, and 
then withdrew. 

After which, Mr. Shepherd, Senior, was Heard in his place, and then withdrew. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Samuel Shepherd Senior, Eſq; is Guilty of 

ſeveral Unwarrantable and Indire& Practices, in order to obtain an Election of a Mem- 
ber, to Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the Borough of Bramber, in the County 
of Suſſex. 

Naber, That Samuel Sbepherd Sen. Eſq; is Guilty of Sending out of the way a Witneſs, and 

endeavouring to Suppteſs Evidence, touching Matters under the Examination of this 


Houle. 
Ordered, That the faid Mr. Shepherd do Attend this Houſe, in his Place, to Morrow 


Morning. 


* March 14. 


The Houſe (according to Order) proceeded to the Hearing of the Matter of the Charge 
againſt Samuel Shepherd Senior, Elq; And the Councel for making good the Charge againſt 
him, and the Councel for him, were called in and Heard ; and divers Witneſles were Exa- 
mined both ede and for him, touching the Election of the Borough of Mootton- Baſſet, in 
the County of Milts; and then they withdrew. ; 

And one Mr. Lawrence being, in the Evidence given at the Bar, Accuſed ; and the Houſe 
being informed, That che ſaid Mr. Lawrence was without, and deſired to be called in and 
Heard, he was called in and Heard at the Bar accordingly ; and then he withdrew. 

And Mr. Shepherd was Heard in his Place; and then he withdrew. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Sam. Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; is guilty of endea - 
vouring by Bribery, and corrupt Practices, to procure an Election of a Burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament, for the Burrough of Mootton- Baſſet, in the County of Ws. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Mr. Lawrence (Agent for Sam. Shepherd, 

Sen. Elq;) is guilty of endeavouring by Bribery, and corrupt Practices, to procure an 
Election of a Burgeſs to Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the Burrongh of Mootton- 
Baſſet, in the County of Milts. | 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, Fhar the ſaid Mr. Lawrence be for the ſaid Offence committed Priſoner to His 
pl s Prifon of Newgate : And that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrant accor- 
ingly. | 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will to Morrow Morning, proceed further in the Hearing of 
the Matter of the Charge againſt the ſaid Mr. Sheoberd, Sen. ” ” 
* That the ſaid Mr. Shepherd, Sen. do Attend this Houſe, in his place, to Morrow 
orning. | 


March 1 5; |; 


The Houſe proceeded in the furthet Hearing of the Matter of the Charge againſt Samuel 

Shepherd, Sen. Elq; And the Councel for making good the Charge againſt him, and the 

Councel for him, were called in and Heard ; And divers Witneſſes were Examined both 

againſt and for him, touching the Election for the Borough of Malmesburj, in the County 

of Wilts; and then they withdrew. 

And Mr. Sbepberd was Heard in his place; and then he wichdrew. 

Reſolved, That ir appears to this Houſe, That Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; is Guilty of pro- 
curing an Election of a Burgeſs to Serve in this preſent Partiament, tor the Borough of 
Malmesbury, in the County of Wilts, by Bribery and Corruption. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That William Adye is Guilty of Bribery, and Cor- 
rupt Practices, in procuring an Election of a Burgefs, to Serve in this preſent Parlia- 
ment, for the Borough of Malmesbury, in the County of Wilts. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Mr. William Adye, be for the ſaid Offence taken into the Cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, attending this Houle, 

Ordeted, That the Councel be called in, to proceed in the further Hearing the Matter of 
the Charge againſt the ſaid Mr. Shepherd ; and that Mr. Shepherd do attend again in his 

place: And he Attending accordingly, | 

The Councel were called in, and they were Heard, and ſeveral Witneſſes Examined 

touching the Election for the Borough of Ichefter, in the County of Somerſet ; in which 

Examination, Mr. Edward Allen being Accuſed, who having been Ordered to Attend this 

Houſe, and Attending-accordingly, he was Heard thereupon : And then che Councel and 

Witneſſes, and Mr. Shepherd, and Mr. Allen, withdrew. * 2 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Mr. Edward Allen (one of the Directors of 
the New Eaſt-ladia Company) is Guilty of Notorious Bribery, in diſtributing Money, 
in order to procure himſelf to be Elected a Burgeſs, to Serve in this preſent Parliament, 
for the Borough of 1/chefter, in the County of Somerſet. 
Ordered, That the {aid Mr. Edward Alen be, for his faid Offence, taken into the Cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, attending this Houſe. | 8 
Reſolved, That upon Examination this Day had, in relation to the Election for the (aid 
Borough of Hebeſter, nothing appears to effect Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; therein. 
| Reſolved, That this, Houſe will, upon Monday Morning next, proceed in the further 
Hearing of the Matter of the Charge againſt the ſaid Mr. Shepherd, Senior. 
Ordered, That the ſaid Mr. Shepherd, Senior, do Attend this Houſe, in his place, upon 
Monday Morning next. * | 
Ordered, That all ſuch Perſons as were Summoned to Attend this Houſe this Day, and 
| have not been Examined and Heard, do Attend again upon Monday Morning next. 
In the Examinations yeſterday, touching the Election for the Borough of Mootton- Baſſer, 
and this Day touching the Election for the Borough of Malmesbury, Samuel Shepherd, Jun. 

Eſquire, being Charged, 1 193 1 | 

Ordered, That the {aid Mr. Shepherd, Jun. do Attend this Houſe, in his place, upon Mon- 
day Morning next; and that he be then Heard in relation thereto.” | 


March 17. 


The Order of the Day, for Mr. Samuel Shepherd, Junior, to Attend in his place, and be 
Heard touching the Matter Charged upon him, in the Examinations upon Friday and Sa- 
turday laſt, touching the Elections for the Borough of Wootton Baſſet and Malmesbury, being 
Read, Ap . | b 
And Mr. Shepberd, Junior, Attending accordingly in his place, he expreſſed himſclf to 
the Effect following, viz; That he was ſorry he was fallen under the Diſpleaſure of the 

E TI 
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Houſe; That the Houſe had heard the Evidence, and he ſhould not trouble them any fur- 
ther about it, but ſhould Submit himſelf to the Pleaſure of the Houſe, and hoped they 
would make a favourable Conſtruction of it. That he had a double Affliction upon him, 
Ons in relation to that, and in the next place, That he ſhould deviate from the Directions 
of his Father, when he firſt heard that he was at W/ootron-Baſſet : And he Submitted to the 
Pleaſure of the Houſe, and hoped he ſhould receive their favourable Cenſure. 

Ordered, That Samuel Shepherd, Junior, Eſq; be Diſcharged from being a Member of this 
Houle. 

The Houſe proceeded in the further Hearing of the Matter of the Charge againſt Samuel 
Sbepberd, Sen. Eſq; And the Councel for making good the Charge againſt him, and the 
Councel for him, were called in and Heard) and divers Witneſſes were Examined, both 
againſt and for him, touching the Election for the Borough of Andover, in the County of 
Southampton ; and then they withdrew. | | 

Then the Councel were called in, and further Heard; and then they withdrew. 

And Mr. Shepherd was Heard in his place; and then he withdrew. 

Reſolved, That the Electors of the py of Andover, in the County of Southampton, 
have endeavoured corruptly to ſet to Sale the Election of a Burgeß, to Serve in this 
preſent Parliament, for the ſaid Borough. 

Reſolved, That the Lending of Money, upon any Security, to a Corporation: which ſends 
Members to Parliament, and remitting the Intereſt of the ſame, with Intent to Influ- 
ence the Election of ſuch Corporation, is an Unlawful and Dangerous Practice. 

Reſolved, That the further Conſideration of the Matter of the Charge againſt Samuel 
Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; be Adjourned until to Morrow Morning. 

Ordered, That the {aid Mr. Shepherd, Sen. do Attend this Houle, in his Place, to Morrow 
Morning. | | | 

Ordered, That all ſuch Perſons as were Ordered, or Summoned to Attend this Day, and 
have not been Examined and Heard, do Attend again to Morrow Morning. 


March 18. 
The Order of the Day for the Houſe to conſider further of the Matter of the Charge a- 
gainſt Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; being read; | | | "_ 
Ordered, That Mr. Julius Samborne, Bailiff of the Burrough of Andover, in the County of 
Southampton, having been concerned in corruptly expoſing to Saft the Election of a 


Burgeſs for the faid Burrough, be taken into the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms at- 
tending this Houſe. | | | | 


Ordered, That Mr. Wimbleton having been concerned in corruptly expoſing to Sale the 


Election of a Burgeſs for the ſaid Burrough of Andover, be taken into the Cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houle. 


Ordered, That Mr. Wareham having been concerned in corruptly expoſing to Sale the Ele- 
con of a Burgels for the ſaid Burrough of Andover, be taken into the Cuſtody of the 
Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe. | | 

Ordered, That Franca Shepherd, Eſq; do attend this Houſe in his Place to Morrow Morn- 
ing, and be then heard touching the Matter charged upon him, in relation to the Ele- 
ction for che ſaid Burrough of Andover, 

The Houſe (according to Order) proceeded in the further Hearing of the Matter of the 

Charge againſt Samuel Shepberd, Sen. Elq; and the Councel for making good the Charge a- 
ainſt him, and allo the Councel for him, were Examined, touching the Election for the 


rrough of Newport, in the County of Southampton. 
* then they withdrew. wid 


And Mr. Shepherd attending in his Place was heard. 
And then he withdrew. 


Reſolved, That Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; is guilty of notorious Bribery, in obtaining his 
Election of a Burgeſs to Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the 2 of — — 


in the County of Southampton. | 
The ſeveral other Reſolutions of the Houſe againſt the ſaid Mr. Shepherd, Sen. Eſa; being 
read, which are as follows, wiz. | 
Reſolved, That ir appears to this Houſe, That Samuel Sbepberd, Set. Eſq; is guilty. of ſeveral 
unwarrantable and indirect Practices, in order to obtain an Election of a Member, to 
Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the Burrough of Bramber, in the County of Suſſex. 
0 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That Samael Shepherd, Sen. Eſq, is guilty of ſending my of the "A 2 Wimek,, 


_ Oey to ſuppreſs Evidence, touching Matters under the Examination of the 
ouſe. | 


Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſa; is guil þ 
23 by Bribery, and corrupt Practices, to procure an Election of . 
Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the Burrough of Woorron Baſſer, in the County of 
Wilts. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, That Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq, is guilty of pro- 
curipg an Election of a Burgess, to Serve in this preſent Parliament, for the Burrough 
of Malmesbwry, in the County of Wiles, by Bribery and Corruption. 

Ordered, That Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; be committed Priſoner to His Majeſty's Tower 
of London; and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrant accordingly. THE 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will upon this Day Seven-night, take ino Conſideration how 
they will further proceed, wich relation to the Crimes whereof Samuel Sbepberd, 
Sen. Eſq; ſtands Convicted before this Houſe. 

Reſolved, That it appears, that Mr, Glover, Agent to Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; hath been 
guilty of corrupt and indirect Practices, in the procuring the Election of the laid 54. 


muel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; to be a Burgeſs for the faid Burrough of Newport, in the County 
of Southampton. 


Ordered, That the ſaid Mr. Glover be for the faid Offence committed Priſoner to His Ma- 
jeſty's Priſon of Newgate; and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his Warrants accordiogly. 


March 19. 


The Order for Francs Shepherd; Eſq; to attend in his Place, and be heard, touching the 
Macters charged upon him, in relation to the Election for the Burrough of Andover, bein 
read, and Mr. Sbepberd attending accordingly in his Place, he expreſſed himſelf to the Effect 
following, viz. That if be bad done any thing whereby to fall under the Diſpleaſure of the Houſe, be 
was ſorry for it; be deſired a favourable Conſtruttion : That it does not any way appear by the Evi- 
dence, that he u any way wy of Bribery, to corrupt the Eleftors, or any atber Perſon : That be did 
not think of ſtanding, till it was offered to bim. And be hoped, the Houſe would not think bim 
guilty of Bribery ; and ſubmitted bimſelf entirely to the Houſe, 
| And then withdrew, | 
Ordered, That Franca Sbepberd, Eſq; be Diſcharged from being a Member of this Houſe. 
Reſolved, That ic hath appeared to this Houſe, That Mr. Foby Haſſam is guilty of corrupt 
and indirect Practices, to procure an Election of Samuel Shepherd, Sen. Eſq; to be a 
Burgeſs for the Burrough of Newport, in che County of Sou bampton. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Mr. Jobn Haſſam be, for his ſaid Offence, taken into the Cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe. . 


_— 


—— —— — 
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By all theſe Proceedings, you may obſerve how the Fundamental Conſtitution of 
the Government was endeavoured to be undermined and deſtroyed : Here was 
Mr. Samuel Shepherd, Mr. Francs Shepherd, Mr. Samuel Shepherd, Jun. Mr. Coleſ 
worth, his Surgeon, and Mr. ——, all Elected in Places where they were never 
ſeen nor heard of before, by the powerful Intereſt ot Bribes and Corruptions : And 
how many more came in by the ſame Intereſt, God knows. 

And who do you imagine were at the Bottom of all this Coatrivance ? But theſe 
very honeſt Gentlemen that are now railing at this Houſe of Commons? Who can 

blame them, poor Gentlemen? They had play'd their laſt Game; and it would vex 
any Body to the Heart, to be Diſappointed, after ſo much Charge and Expence. 
' Now obſervetheir Fury and Rage; they declare, That to Vote Men guilty of 
Bribery and Ill Practices, and commit them without Bail; and thereupon Submiſ- 
ſion, and Kneeling to the Houſe, diſcharging them, exacting exorbitant Fees by their 
Officers, is illegal, betraying the Juſtice of the Nation, ſelling the Liberty of the | 
Subject, encouraging the Extortion and Villany of Goalers and Officers, and diſcon- j 
tinuing the Legal Proſecution of Offenders in the ordinary Courſe of Law. | * | 
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Hley Dey ! Here's an Outcry indeed ! One would think that a Whore was going 
to be raviſh'd ; What is all this for? Has this Houſe of Commons done more than 
has been done by every Houſe of Commons fince this happy Revolution ? Or more 
than has been practiſed in all Ages? Or more than is abſolutely neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve that part of the Conſtitution of the Government from Ruine and Deſtruction? 
Why ſo much Paſſion againſt this Houſe of Commons, more than againſt all others? 
Why ! the Reaſon is plain: You have (ſay they) ruined our Deſign, to preferve our 
ſelves, and deſtroy Parliaments : Can you blame us for Selt-prelervation ? If you'll 
compound with us, and lay aſide Impeachments, and your Bl of Accompts, and 
your Reſumptions, we'll be Civil to you; but if not, you ſhall feel the Laſh of our 
Toogue with a Witneſs : Tho' we cann't Fight, we have as good Tongues and Pens 
as you; and when we have done with our Whores, we can make a ſhiſt, with the 
help of good Burgundy and Champaigy, to let fly at a Tame Pigeon for our Supper. 
Do you imagine, that we'll give up this Cauſe at this rate? NO] We'll ſpend more 
than you are all worth, in ready Money, but we'll Diſſolve this Parliament, and try 
the lame Game over again; and then we'll Re-imburſe our ſelves out of your Poc- 
kets, and laugh at you for a Company of Fools. | 

We would have taken ſome of the Chiet of ye, to be Partners with us ; but you 
were ſo honeſt (ſorſooth) that you would not accept of the Kindnels ; And now this 
is your Return, is it? Well, we'll be even with you; well turn the Tables upon 
you; we'll try whether the Nation will believe us, or you. We'll ſend our French 
Lui d'ors about the Nation, or to the Tower to be Coined, and then let the People 
be Judge, whether we that were always thought to be Enemies to France, can be 
ſuſpected now to be their Friends, or you that are branded with the Name of Facobires. 

Thus theſe bold Sinners inſult our honeſt Exg/iſh Gentlemen; and doubts not, but 
by their Wit, to ſupport their Knavery. But the Eyes of the Nation will be open 
in a little time, and then they will Judge by their Actions, and not by falſe Stories 
contrived to ruine them. _ | 

As to what the Legion ſays of Partiality, the ſame General Reflection may be 

made upon all the Courts of Juſtice in the Kingdom ; but without aſſigning a par- 
ticular Inſtance, no Man can give a particular Anſwer. 
All Parliaments have been Cenſured for Affection in the Committee of Elections, 
tho' perhaps without juſt cauſe; however, the cenſuring of this only, without any par- 
ticular Inſtance, is another demonſtration of the Malice of the Authors. There is 
hardly a Cauſe Tryed in England, but ſome Perſons will commend, and ſome will 
condemn both the Judge and the Jury, according to their ſeveral Intereſts or Capa- 
cities; and therefore, ſuch Objections as theſe are not to be regarded. There were, 
indeed, ſome Caſes, where, by way of Recrimination, a plauſible Evidence of Bri- 


- bery was given; but when the Witneſſes were cloſe Examined, they appeared to 


be a made Evidence, and Encouraged by a Notion that they, not being upon Oath 
might ſay what they pleaſed without danger. 

But as the Parliament muſt be Careful how they Encourage Bribery, ſo they muſt alſo 
be Careful how they Encourage Falſe and Malicious Evidence. 


Nele | March 21. 
An Addreſs to the King was Voted, which was as followeth : 


- Moſt Gracious Sovereign, = 


W Hereas notbing can more conduce to the S ety and Honour of Your Majeſty and this Nation, 
than taking the Advice of Dar Engliſh Councils,, we Nur Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and 
Log Subjects, the Commons in this Parliament Aſſembled, do, with all Humility, return Your 
ajeſty our Hearty Thanks for Your Graciows Meſſage, wherein You are pleaſed to Communicate Dur 
Royal Intentions to Aequaint thu Houſe with the State and Progreſs of thoſe Negotiations into which 
| | Your 


* 
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Dur Majeſty was entred, purſuant to the Addreſs of this Henſe; which Method, bad Your Majeſty * 


been Adviſed to take before the Treaty of Partition was perfected, (which was Paſſed under the Great 
Seal of England eng the Sitting of Parliament, and without Advice of the ſame) we had been 
prevented from laying before Your Majeſty, what we are now bound in Duty (though with Grief ) 
30 do, the Ill Conſequences of that Treaty to thu Kingdom and the Peace of Europe, which ſo direct- 
2 to Encreaſe rbe Power und Greatneſs of France, by delivering up to the French King ſuch 

ge Territories of the King of Spain's Dominions, and to the Deſtruction of the Trade of thu Ring- 
dom, to which Treaty may juſtly be aſcribed the Dangers which now threaten both tb Kingdom and 
the Peace of Europe. 


Thus, you ſee, how much this Houſe of Commons was a Friend to Fraxce ; and 
yet nothing will ſerve ſome Gentlemen, but that a vaſt number of French Lui d'Ors 
has been diſtributed amongſt them; but to ſo little purpoſe, that I fancy he'll find 
out better uſe for his Money, than to Bribe an Exgliſb Parliament. I would be 
glad they would inſtance in one Speech, or Vote that was made in the Houſe, in 
tavour ol France: No, there is nothing has ſo much Offended this Houſe of Com- 
mons, as the favour that was lately ſhewed to France by other Perſons : Nothing 


oh 


ſurprized them fo much, as to ſee the Emperor, the ancient Ally of England, diſ- > 
carded and laid aſide, and a League Offenſive and Defenſive made with France, that & 


has always been ſo dangerous an Enemy to this Nation. 

'Twas an aſtoniſhing thing, that contrary to the Grand Alliance betwixt the 
Emperor, England, and the States-General, whereby the King was oblig'd, by a So- 
lemn Alliance, under the Great Seal of England, to Aſſiſt the Emperor upon the 
Death of the King of Spain, that any Miniſters of Exgland could atterwards Adviſe 
His Majeſty, and put the Great Seal to the Bavarian Treaty, in favour of France, 
and directly contrary to the former with the Emperor, and without his privity ; 
Not ſo much as to give the Emperor a fair Hearing; not ſo much as to try whether 
he could be brought into it, or what he could Offer againſt it; for fo it was in the 
firſt Treaty of Partition, and in the ſecond he was indeed privy to it, but yet that 
was carried againſt his Conſent. | 

Such an extraordinary Occurrence as this, which is confeſſed to ariſe from the 
Subtle Miniſters of France, plainly argues that our great Managers here had but 
weak Heads, or little Honeſty. I am unwilling to ſay they were well Rewarded, 
b«c1uſe there can be no other Proof than Preſumptive Evidence; but it French 
Lui d Ors are plenty in England, and muſt be fixed on the Managers of that Treaty, 
or the Houſe of Commons: I am ſure every indifferent Perſon will rather incline to 
believe. That they had the Reward that did the Service, than they that have Unani- 
mouſly Voted to Reduce the Exorbitant Power of France. 


3 March 27. 98 ap 7 
The Speaker Reports His Majeſty's Gracious Anſwer to the ſaid Addreſs, as follows: 


Gentlemen, | / | 

AM glad you are pleaſed with My Communicating to you the Gate 7 the Negotiations I have 
1 into, purſuant to your Addreſi; I fhall continue to Inform you of the Progreſs that ſhall be 
made in-them, and be always willing to receive your Advice thereupon, being fully Perſwaded, that 
nothing can contribute more Effectually to the Happineſs of th Kingdom, and the Peace of Europe, 
than the Concurrence of the Parliament in all My Negotiations, and 8. good Underſtanding between 
Me and My People. 


Here you may Obſerve, how willing His Majeſty is to Adviſe with his Parliament 
as ſoon as he ſaw it would be Acceptable to them ; and there can be no doubr, but 
he would have done ſo upon that Treaty, but that he was Adviſed againſt it by thoſe 
that Aſpired to an Arbitrary Power in themſelves, or Aim d at other Ends, than the 
Good of their Sovereign, or their — ena 
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What elſe could have prevented the laying that Treaty before the Privy-Council, 
when it was abſolutely Referred to their Diſcretion > The pretence indeed is Secre- 
cy ; but what an Affront is that to all the Privy-Councellors, and alſo to His Ma- 
jeſty himſelf, for Chuſing ſuch a Councel that could not be Truſted 2 And what a 
Condition is Exgland in, under ſuch a Management? But what was the Reaſon that 
the Lords. Juſtices were not to be Truſted > Could any Perſon believe that His 
Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or His Grace the Duke of Devonſbire, or the 
Right Honourable the Ear] of Pembroke, would ever have Betrayed the King's Se- 
crets 2 No, But they would certainly have Oppoſed ſuch a Treaty, that both Houſes 
have ſince Determined to be Unjuſt and Deſtructive to the Liberty and Ballance of 
Europe, as well as Pernicious to the Trade of England. Quære therefore, If that was 
not the Reaſon, that they were not to be Conlulted > Theſe Men were to carry their 
Point, and therefore they Adviſed with none but a Set Club, that were privy to all 
the Secrets of getting Eſtates to themſelves, and againſt the True Intereſt of the 
King and Kingdom. 


March 31. 


The Houſe received a Meſſage from His Majeſty, relating to the Datch, and defi- 
red their Advice. 
April 2. 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the Humble Advice of this Houſe be given to His 
Majeſty, to deſire, That His Majeſty will be pleaſed to carry on the Negotiations in 
Concert with the States: General, and take ſuch Meaſures therein, as may moſt con- 
duge to their Security; And that His Majeſty will purſue the Treaty made with the 
States-General the Third ef March, One thovſand fix hundred ſeventy ſeven. And 
to aſſure His Majeſty, That this Houſe will effectually Enable Him to Support the ſaid 
Treaty of One thouſand fix hundred ſeventy ſeven. | | 

April 3. 

Reſolved, That a Supply be Granted to His Majeſty, to Enable Him to Support the 

Treaty made with the States: General the 3d of March, 1677. 


| How could any Houſe of Commons more EffeQually Demonſtrate their Loyalty 

| to His Majeſty, their Readineſs to Aſſiſt the Dutch, and Provide for their Common 
Safety, than by theſe Proceedings? Yet it was, after all this, that the Legion came 
forth, to Arraign them for the greateſt Villains upon Earth, as Unjuſt to their Trea- 
ties, and I don't know what. Can this poſſibly proceed from any thing but a De- 
ſign to Embroil the Nation in Differences, and give theſe Factious Criminals an op- 
portunity to Fiſh in troubled Waters? Let any Rational Man lay his Hand to his 
Heart, and conſider whether it be a Decent thing, conſiſtent with the Honour of 
Exgland, with the Nature of our Conſtitution, or with the Safety of the People, to 
ſuffer ſuch Indignities, to the Houſe of Commons, to paſs unpuniſhed 2- 

But hear His Majeſty's Opinion of this Matter: 


7 April 7. 
Mr. Secretary Hedges reported His Majeſty's Anſwer to the Effect following: 
- 


1 according to the Advice of the Houſe of Commons, His Majeſty bas given Order to Hu En- 
voy Extraordinary at the Hague, to carry on the Negotiations in Concert with the States-General ; 
and to take ſuch Meaſures therein, as may moſt conduce to their Security. | 
Hu Majeſty Thanks you for the * have given, That this Houſe will Effectually Enable 
Him to Support the Treaty of 1677, and will purſue the ſame as you Adviſe. 


He does not doubt but the Readineſs you have ſhewn upon this Occaſion, will very much contribute 
to the obtaining ſuch a Security as # deſired. | 


| Here His Majeſty, who certainly muſt be allowed to be the beſt Judge in all theſe 
© Caſes, is pleaſed to declare, That he does not doubt but their Readineſs would much 


contribute 
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contribute to the Security that was deſired. ——But this the King calls Readineſs, the 
Legion, the Father of Lies, calls Neg/zgence ; that which the King accepts as Kind to 
the Confederates, that they declare to be Unkind ; that which the King approves as 
Honourable, that they eſteem Diſbonourable. So that theſe malicious 6 

not only affronting the Houſe of Commons, but even the Xing Himſelf. 


The next remarkable Occurrences are: 
April 14. | 
Reſolved, That Fobn Lord Sommers, by Adviſing His Majeſty in the Year 1698, to the 
Treaty for Partition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, whereby large Territories of the King of 
_ Spain's Dominions were to be delivered up to France, is guilty of a High Crime and 
Miſdemeanour. 
Reſolved, That Fobn Lord Sommers be Impeached of High Crimes and Mildemeanours. 

Ordered, That Mr. Harcourt do go up to the Lords, and at their Bar, in the Name of the 
Houſe of Commons, and of all the Commons of England, Impeach Jobn Lord Sommers 
of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours ; and acquainc them, That this Houſe will, in due 
time, exhibit particular Articles againſt him, and make good the ſame, 

Reſolved, That Edward Earl of Orford, by Adviſing His Majeſty in the Year 1698, to the 
Treaty of Partition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, whereby large Territories of the King of 
Spain's Dominions were to be delivered up to France, is guilty of a High Crime and 
Miſdemeanour. 

Reſolved, That Edward Earl of Orford be Impeached of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours, 

Ordered, That Colonel Bierly do go up to the Lords, and at their Bar, in the Name of the 
Honſe of Commons, and of all the Commons of Exgland, Impeach Edward Earl of Or- 
ford, of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours ; and acquaint them, That this Houſe will, 
in due time, exhibit particular Articles againſt him, and make good the ſame. 

Reſolved, That Charles Lord Halifax, by Adviſing His Majeſty in the Year 1698, to the 
Treaty of Partition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, whereby large Territories of the King of 
Spain's Dominions were to be delivered up to France, is guilty of a High Crime and 
Miſdemeanour. 

Reſolved, That Charles Lord Hallifax be Impeached of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bruges do go up to the Lords, and at the Bar, in the Name of the Houſe 
of Commons, and of all the Commons of England, Impeach Charles Lord Hallifax, of 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanours ; and acquaint them, That this Houſe will, in due 
time, exhibit particular Articles againſt nw and make good the ſame. 

| April 15. 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, That he will be pleaſed 
to remove Fobn Lord Sommers from His Councils and Preſence for ever. And the like 
for the other Lords, 

The Addreſs was as followeth : 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


W Your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, do * 


Humbly crave Leave to repreſent to Your Majeſty the great Satiifaction we have from our 
late Enquiry concerning the Treaty of Partition, made in the Year 1698. (on which the Treaty 
in 1699 was founded) to ſee Your Majeſty's great Care of Your People and this Nation, in not evtring 
into that Negotiation without the Advice of your Engliſh Councellors; And finding, That John 
Lord Sommers, on whoſe Fudgment Your Majeſty did chiefly rely in that ſo import ant Affair, did 
in concert with Edward Earl of Orford, and Charles Lord Hallitax, adviſe Yowr Majeſty to 
enter into that Treaty, of ſo dangerous Conſequence to the Trade and Welfare of this Nation; and who, 
to avoid the Cenſure which might juſtly be apprebended to fall on thoſe ho adviſed the ſame, en- 
dea voured to inſinuate that Your Majeſty, without the Advice of your Council entred into that Treaty, 
and under Your Sacred Name to ſeek Protect ion for what themſelves had ſo adviſed 3 of which Treat- 
ment of Your Majeſty, we cannot but have a juft Reſentment: And that they may be no longer able 
to Deceive your Majeſty and Abuſe Tonr People, we do Humbly beſeech Your Majeſty, That You will 
be pleaſed to remove John Lord Sommers, Edward Earl of Orford, and Char les Lord Hallifax, 
from Your Council and Preſence for ever; as alſo William Earl of Portland, who Tranſatted theſe 


Treaties, ſo unjuſt in their own Nature, and ſo Fatal in their Conſequences to this Nation, and the — 


Peace of Europe. And we Humbly crave Leave, upon this Occaſion, to repeat our Aſſurances to 
Your Majeſty, That we will always fand by and Support Your Majeſty to the utmoſt of our Power 
againſt all your Enemies both at Home and Abroad. Now 


reatures are 
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Now the whole Clan of Politicians are alarm'd— Now they begin to put Pen 
to Paper ; now they ſend about to all their Agents and Dependants in every County, 
to ſolicite Petitions and Libels againſt the Parliament; now they ſend a thouſand 
Lies about the Nation, that che High (Church. men are ſetting up for Perſecution againſt 
all Diſſenters ; that the Nation is undone by a Jacobite Parliament ; that French 
Lui Ars bave been diſperſed amongſt the Members; that the Parliament is going 
to overturn the Government; that thoſe Noble Lords were only Impeach'd becauſe 
they were the King's Friends, and the like. 

But the Houſe of Commons knowing their own Innocency, and being taken up 
with conſtant Attendance on the Publick Affairs, never ſuſpected that any could 
have the Impudence to raiſe, or at leaſt to believe ſuch falſe and malicious Reports, and 
therefore they went on quietly with the Publick Buſineſs ; and having Voted the 
whole Supply for the Service of the Current Year, tor the Fleet, for the Datch, and 
for all other Uſes, to the Sum of Three Millions, or thereabouts, which was never 
known before in any one Year of Peace. Then, 

April the 23d. | 
The Houſe Reſolved it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of Ways 
and Means for Railing the Supply __ 70 his Majelly, and came to this Refolution, 
April the 24th. 
Reſolved, That towards the 8 Gradied 6 his Majeſty, an Aid of Three Shillings 
in the Pound be Laid upon all Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Offices, Penſions, and 


Perſonal Eſtates. 
Ordered, That a Bill be brought in upon the faid Reſolution. 


Thus you fee how vigorous this Parliament was, to raiſe the Supplies upon Effe- 
Qual Funds, and how careful to preſerve the Credit of the Nation, in order to Repay 
that Money upon a Land-Tax, that had been Lent for the Uſe of the Navy, upon the 
Credit of the Firſt Aid that ſhould be granted that Seſſions. 

And this Day Mr. Speaker reported His Majeſty's Gracious Anſwer to the (aid 
Addreſs, as followeth : | | 


1 Am willing to take all Occaſiont of thanking you very beartily for the Aſſurances you have fre- 
quently given me, and now repeat, of Standing by and Supporting me againſt all our Enemies, 
both at Home and Abroad; towards which, nothing, in my Opinion, can contribute ſo much as a 
good Correſpondence between Me and my People ; and therefore you may depend upon it, That I will 
Employ none in my Service, but ſuch as ſhall be thought moſt likely to improve that mutual "Truſt 
and Confidence between Us, which is ſo neceſſary, in this Conjuncture, both for our own Security, and 
the Defence, and Preſervation of our Allies. 


Upon this it was Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the Humble Thanks of this Houſe 
be given to His Majeſty, for his Majeſty's moſt Gracious Anſwer to the ſaid Addreſs. 


This Gracious Anſwer from His Majeſty, went to the very Heart of thoſe that had 
all along been endeavouring to create a Miſunderſtanding betwixt the King and the 
Commons: They had told the King ſtrange Stories, what they could do for him, 
and how much this Houſe of Commons was againſt His Intereſt. But His Majeſty, 
whoſe Judgment is ſo great and piercing, who always judges by Mens Actions, and 
not by their Words, (and who had ſufficient Experience of the Fidelity of ſome Per. 
ſons, when they were not contented to get vaſt Eſtates in his Service, but muſt at 
laſt endeavour by ſiniſter Arts and Ways, to lay their own Crimes upon the Inno- 
cent and Sacred Perſon of their Prince ;) ſaw through their thin and Cobweb Pre- 
tences, and abhorred ſuch mean and baſe Deſigns, to ſhelter themſelves from Juſtice 
by a Fatal Diviſion, to the Ruine of their Native Country. 

When therefore they could not prevail by the King, they appeal to the Mobb ; 
they tell them fine Stories, That the King was on their ſide, but that he Diſſembled 
(baſe 


| 
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(baſe unworrhy Thought) with the Commons, to ſerve his preſent Occaſions. The 
poor innocent People, who (to ſpeak Truth of them, are ſeldom miſtaken) had like 
to have been trepann'd, by Lies and Stories, into a Miſtake that would have been fa- 


tal to themſelves, if not to ail Exgland. But however, ſome warm Gentlemen, who 
ſeldom afford themſelves Time from their Bottle and their Pleaſures, to think twice 


on the ſame Subject, puft'd up with the vain Thoughts of Honour and Preſerment, + 


| were drawn in (the more is the pity) to ſolicite and preſent to the Houſe (May 8.) 
a Paper, called indeed a Petition; but in reality, a very notorious and ſcandalous 
Libel, wherein they not only by ſly Iofinuations reflect on the Juſtice and Honour of 


the Houſe, in many other Particulars, but inſolently ridicule their Proceedings, and 
bid them tura their Loyal Addreſſes into Bills of Supply. 

What occaſion was there for this Rudeneſs? Nay, what occaſion was there for an 
part of that Petition at that time? Were not all the Supplies granted before? Was 
not every thing done, or agreed to be done, that the King had defired > What would 
they have | 'Tis plain, they wanted nothing, but to raiſe Sedition, and put 
the Nation in Confuſion: Was that the way to aſſiſt the Dutch, and preſerve our 
Treaties ? Was that the way to reduce the Power of France, and ſecure England 2 


No, it was directly contrary ; it was a Second Part of the Partition-Treaty, to divide * 


England i» Favour of France, as well as Spain. 
What could France defire more at this Conjuncture, than a Diviſion in Exgland ? 
How could he bettow his Lui d'Ors better, than amongſt the Ring-leaders of this 
Tumultuous Proceeding ? (Thole, I conteſs, I cannot think thoſe poor miſled Gen- 
tlemen) had any of them.) But they that ſet them on Work, had a better Title to 
them chan any of the Hauſe of Commons. a . 
They were mightily enrag d at this good Underſtanding between the King and 
Commons, they did not like thoſe Loyal Addreſſes ; it was not their Intereſt to have 
# Union, Divide & Impera, was their Maxim; to Govern by Parties and Factions 
was their Excellency : And therefore when the Kentiſh Petition was diſcountenanc'd, 
then comes out the Furious Legion, recking hot, with the Rage and Madneſs of Hell 
it (elf, as it the Legion were got into a Herd of Swine, and running down a Precipice 
into the Sea of Ruine and Deſtruction ; and becauſe they could not ſufficiently Vent 
their Anger and Fury in Proſe, they put it into Verſe allo; and in both fall into 
ſuch Bilingsgate Language, that was never before (in the worſt of Times) attempted 
to be ſpoke of an Exgliſb Parliament: They call the Houſe of Commons, Clans, 
| Buffoons, Cheats, Tyrants, Betrayers of our Rights, Sellers of our Liberties, Villains, 
and Traitors. Is this the way to treat the Repreſentatives of the People? Is it for 
the Honour of the People, that thoſe that they have Elected to Serve the Publick, 
ſhould be thus uſed 2 If the Commons had err'd, or done amiſs, there are proper 
ways to inform them, and ſet them right. Every County and Borough may write 
to their Repreſentatives, to lay their Apprehenſions before the Houſe : If this Me- 
thod had been firſt tried, and ineffectual, then a Petition to the Houie, in Civil Lan- 
uage, might have been proper; but this rude way of proceeding was an Affront 
| ro all the Members of Kent, as well as to the Houle it ſelf: It plainly demonſtrates, 
that it was not deſigned to do Good, but to Aﬀront the Commons, and put the Na- — 
tion in a Flame, and to lead the way for Factious Petitions from all Parts of the 
Kingdom, in order to raiſe a Civil War in the Nation. 
* There is no Perſon denies, but that the Subje& has a Right to Petition the Par- 
 liament ; and many Petitions were receiv'd the laſt Seſſions ; but that Right, as well 
as all others, is Limited and Circumſcribed within its Juſt and Legal Bounds : And 
a Libel againſt the Parliament is not therefore to be juſtified; becauſe it is tendred to 
them under the ſpecious Name of a Petition. And therefore, the rejecting ſuch Se- 


{ ditious Petitions, is ſo far from being a Contempt of the Engliſh Freedom, that the 
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offering 
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offering of them, is a maniteſt Contempt of all the People of England : For who- 
ever olfers an Indignity and Affront to the Repreſentatives of the People, offers an 
Afﬀront to the People themſelves. And as the aſſuming the Name of all the People 


—_— 


(of Kent, was an Affront to many Thouſands that knew nothing of it, ſo the aſſu- 


7 
| 


— — — fie 


came it to paſs that the Legion could not find out one good Act done by the Houſe 


they had aimed at a Reformation, and not at a Diſſolution of the Government; 


ming the Name and Authority of the People of England, by a few Seditious per- 
ſons (as the Authors of the Legion are) is an Indignity to the Honour of the Exg/;ſh 
Nation, a Counterfeit and meer Forgery to be deſpiſed, diſcountenanc'd, and ab- 
horr'd by all Mankind. 


But 1 ſhould have taken Notice, that on 


May the 2d. 


Before the leaſt Notice of theſe tumultuous Proceedings, it was Ordered, That Leave 
be given to bring in a Bill for preventing any Inconvenience that may happen by Privi- 
ledge of Parliament, and that Sir Fobn Leveſon Gower, Sir Barth. Shower, and Mr. Pelbam, 
do prepare and bring inthe ſame. 

May the 3d. 


Sir Fobn Leveſon Gower preſented the ſaid Bill to the Houſe 5 and May 6th the ſaid Bill 


was read a ſecond time, and in a few days after ſent up to the Lords, and afterwards paſs'd 
the Royal Aſſent. 


And now. let all the People of Exgland be Judge, whether ever any Houſe of Com- 
mons, ſince the Foundation of the Exgliſp Government, ever Conſented to ſuch a 
Selt-denying Bill as this? The Priviledges of the Houſe of Commons, were always 
preſerved like the Apple of their Eye ; and in former Parliaments, it would have 
been eſteemed a high Crime to have offered ſuch a Bill to the Houſe : But ſuch was 
the Zeal of this Houſe of Commons, for the good of the People they Repreſent, that they 
had rather part with any thing, that is ever ſo dear to them, than (utter any incon- 
venience to the Good People of England. No Tongue can expreſs the value of this 
Add to the Trading People of thu Nation, who by means of frequent Parliaments, and 
numerous Protections by ſome Neceſſitous Members in former times, had been 
almoſt Ruined and Undone ; and the whole Nation, in General, will receive a great 
Advantage by it, in the Conſequences of the Circulation of Trade, and in the Re- 
covery ot their Juſt Debts. 
And is this an Argument of the Arbitrary Proceedings of this Houſe of Commons > - 
Is this a Breach of the Liberty of the People ? Is this a Delay of Juſtice too? How 


of Commons ? It they had Stated their Proceedings, and told them where they had 
done well, and where not, we ſhould have had ſome fort of Reaſon to have hoped 


but neither the Settling the Succeſſion of the Crown, in the Proteſtant Line, could 
Protect them from being Facobites, nor the Bill of Priviledge from being Arbitrary ; 
nor their Loyal Addreſſes, from being called Enemies to the Xing ; nor their great 
Supplies, and putting out a ſtrong Fleet, from being Neg/igent of the Publick Safety; 
nor their frequent Aſſurances, to Support the King in the Performance of the Treaty 
with the Durch, from being Onjuſt to their Treaties,  -— 
What is the meaning of this > What can it be? Does not all their Printed Libels 
ſhew it > Who do they favour in all thoſe Papers, but thoſe who have Betrayed their 
Country, and Detrauded the King and Kingdom of many Millions of Money, and 
are now afraid they ſhall be forced to Refund the ſame for the Payment of the Pub- 
lick Debts 2 $ | 
| Dont they know ? Does it not appear by the laſt Commiſſion of Accompts 2 Was 
it not proved by Oath, and propet Vouchers before them, That there is Twenty 
Four Millions of Money received out of the Treaſury, by a few Noble Lords, and 


” nor 
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not fairly Accounted for to this Day? Can it be believed, That they are able to 
Accompt, as they ought, for this Money ? Can it be imagined, that they have not 
Shared a good part of it amongſt their Party ? Is not this a Common Cauſe } Why 
are they ſo angry at the Bill ot Accompts ? Why do they Rail ſo much at the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the Commons, (who were choſe by the fair and impartial 
way of Balletting, and had the Majority of all Parties in the Houſe) but hat they 
are afraid they are too honeſt to be Corrupted, and will loot too narrowly into their 
Proceedings. | | "$6: HE N 

Where will you find a better Houſe of Commons than this, whoſe Members are not 
only ready to wave their Priviledge, but allo to Serve the Publick without any Sa- 
laries ? It the People of Eng/and will ſuffer ſuch a Houſe of Commons to be Abuled, 
and themſelves to be Cheated ot many Millions, they may chuſe the Kentiſh 
Petitioners, and the Authors of the Legion, to be their Repreſentatives, for no ho- 
neſt Gentleman, nor Men of Honour and Eſtates, and Sincerity to their Countries, 
will ever take Pleaſure to Serve in Parliament more. 

No, it cannot be imagined, but that the People of Exgland will take this Oppor- 
tunity to demonſtrate, That they ate not to be Abuſed, and Impoſed upon, by 
Falſe and Scandalous Reports on their Repreſentatives. They know the Perſons they 
have Choſen, they know their Lives and Converſations ; they know their Princi- 
ples, their Loyalty to the King, and their Love to their Country ; and they will 
Judge by their Actions, by their Printed Reſolutions, by the King's Gracious 
Speeches, and Acknowledgment of their Zeal for his Service, and for the Publick 


Good, and not by the Sly Inſinuations of a Sett of Branded Criminals, and their 


Dependants, who have no other way to eſcape Juſtice, but by bringing Diſcord 
and Conluſion amongſt us; and, at laſt, utter Ruin and Deſtruction upon the People 


of England. 
May 8. 


This Day His Majeſty ſeat a Meſſage as followeth: 


WILLIAM. R. 


IS Majeſty having lately received an Account from Mr. Stanhope of the preſent-poſture 
H of Affairs in Holland, and likewiſe a Letter from the States General, hich | 
the greateſt Importance ; and His Majeſty, who has ſo perfect a knowledge of their Country, 
being intirely convinced of the Hardſhip of their preſent Condition, and the great Preſſures 
they now lie under, which are particularly expreſs'd in the above-mentioned Letter, has 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary to Communicate the ſame to this Houſe, that the Expettation 
the States habe of preſent Aſſiſtance from his Majeſty may more fully appear: And his Ma- 
jeſty does not doubt but this Houſe will be ſo juſtly ſenſible of thoſe immediate Dangers to 
which they ſtand expoſed, as to take the ſame into their moſt Serious and Effettual Conſide- 
ration, it being moſt evident, that the Safety of England, as well as the very Being of Hol- 
land, does very much depend upon your Reſolutions in this Matter. 


May 9. 
Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, | 
That this Houſe will effectually Aſſiſt His Majeſty to Support His Allies, in maintaining 
the Liberty of Europe ; And will immediately provide Succours for the States General, 
according to the Treaty of the Third of March,One thouſand fix hundred ſeventy ſeven. 


Here you ſee how Unanimous the Houſe of Commons were to Anſwer every thing 
the King deſired : He no ſooner intimated his Royal Pleaſure, but it was preſently 
done; not one Jacobite ſpoke againſt it; not one of the Members, corrupted by 
French Lui d'Ors, opened their Mouths, What a ſtrange thing is this, that the King 
of France ſhould be ſo overſeen, that he ſhould give ſo much Money to ſo little 


urpole ! 
s May 
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. May 12. 
Mr. Speaker Reports His Majeſty's Anſwer : 


Gentlemen, SPS. | | 1 | 

Return you My hearty Thanks for the ready Aſſurances you give Me of providing imme. 
diate Succours for the States-General, and for the Zeal you Expreſs for the Common 

Cauſe ; I know Nothing that can be more Effettual for its Support both at Home and Abrbat, 

than the Unanimois Conturrence which you have ſhewed upon this Occaſion ; And it will be 
a Particular Satisfattinn' to Me in 170 to revive the Glory which the Engliſh Nation 

has formerly had of Maintaining the Libergy and Ballance of Europe. 


| Behold, Obſerve, Take Notice, of His Majeſty's Opinion of the Proceedings of 
this Houſe of Commons; how is it poſſible for any Prince to expreſs greater Satiſ- 
faction ? He obſerves their Zeal for rhe Common Cauſe, their Unanimous Concurrence, 
and being Satisfied that nothing could be more Acceptable to the Commons, he Ac- 
quaints them with his Royal lntentions to revive the Glory which the Exgliſb Nation 
hath formerly had in Maintaining the Liberty and Ballance of Europe. 


This Day it was | | | 

Ordered, That Sir Robert Davers have Leave to make a Motion to the Houſe, it being 
near Five a Clock, upon which he made a Complaint to the Houſe, chat there are 
great quantities of. Wood, and young Oaks, in His Majeſty's Chaſe of Exfeld, now 
cutting down, to the great Prejudice of the Publick. 


And here I cannot but Obſerve the Rapacious Temper of theſe Diſcontented 
Courtiers ; They were not Contented to take Grants of almoſt all the Crown 
Lands, the Fee-Farm Rents, Appropriated for Repairing of Bridges, for Charitable 
Uſes, and for the Support of Windſor-Caſtle, but they muſt alſo fall upon the young 
Oaks, the Nurſery for the Fleet, for the Navy, for the Safety of England 

But they did all this only becauſe they were the King's Friends: They Loved the 
King ſo well, that they had a mighty Love for every thing he had; anything to 
get a Penny. They were wiſe States-men, to make Hay whilſt the Sun did ſhine a pon 
them But this is but a Trifle by the Bye, tis the Millions of Money the Nation 
wants; They were faithful Stewards, to provide a Treaſure for the Common Safety 
in time of Want : They never intended to keep the Money they got to themſelves, 
but for fear the Parliament ſhould be unkind to the King, they were laying up a hid- 
den Treaſure, to Supply the Publick upon an Extraordinary Occaſion, and they in- 
tend to give it back again in due time, but they hate to be called to an Account 
for it; that is Diſhonourable to the King, to ſuffer his Miniſters to Accompt to the 
Houſe of Commons, they are Men of Honour, they'll do it Voluntarily, but won't be 
forced by a Bill of Accompts. . | 


| March 13. 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That Twelve Battalions, part of the Standing Forces now 
in Ireland, ſhall be, by new Levies, made up Ten thouſand Men, and ſent to the 
Aſſiſtance of the States-General ; and no new Levies to be made in Ireland, or elſe- 

where, to Supply the ſaid Twelve Battalions drawn out of Ireland. ; 


Now the Diſcontented Party have a fine Handle to work upon: What! receive 
4+ no more Men in their ſtead 2 This is giving up Ireland to the French : Why would 
not the Houſe of Commons give Money to the Dutch, and keep their own Forces 
for the Security of Exglaui and Ireland. 

This Matter 85 Iam informed from ſeveral Members) was Debated in the Houle. 
and ſome were for giving Money, others Men : Some for raiſing the Men in Exgland, 
and ſome for uſing part of thole in Ireland, and filling them up with new Levics in 

England, 
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Eng/and. Bur they thec pretended to know. what would be moſt acceptable wil 


Dutch, and conſequently to the King, informed the Houſe, that Men would be moſt 
acceptable, ' 


The Houſe, who always ſhewed a ready Compliance to what they thought would 
be moſt agreeable to His Majeſty, and molt advantagecus to the Dutch, agrecd to 
ſend Men: And then the Sole Queſtion was; Wherher they ſhould be ſear out of 
England or Ireland > But the Houle being acquainted, That the /ri/> would be glad 
to part wich ſome of their Army, which was 12000 Men; and the Hou coofider- 
ing that the French King's Army would be diverted to defend his Grand. jon, and 
himſelf, in Flanders, Italy, Spain, and the Rbine; and that we having a good Fleet 
at Sea, there could be no Danger of an Invaſion of Freland from Fraxce ; they theres 
fore thought 7000, Men ſufficient tor Ireland. And it being their Duty to be as 
good Husbands for the People as they could, they Ordered Tweive Battalions, 4. 
mounting to 5000 Men, to be taken out ot Zreland, and thoſ to be 1nade up 10000 
Men by new Levies in England, whereby not only Levy-Moxey, hut the Whale 
Charges tor 5000 Men, and of the Officers tor the whole Army, which was very 
coaſtierable, was faved to the People. | 

And this good Management is now reckoned one of their great Faults ; but thoſe 
Perions who will give themſelves the Trouble to enquire into the Debts ot the Na- 
tion, will find that Exgland had never more Occaſion than now, of entruſting Men 
who are for good Husbandry and Frugality. 

The Hcuſe of Commons knew very well by fad Experience in all Ages, that it 
was much more eaſie to raiſe a Standing Army, then to Disband one: But they can 
never forget one remarkable Paſſage, which ought to be writ over every Frecholder's 
Door in England, That whillt the Partition-Treaty was carrying on, or concluded, le- 
ing a League Offenſive and Defenſroe with the French King ; yet at the very ſame time, 
ſome Gentlemen, that are now promoting all theſe Factions, laboured with al the Har- 
neſineſs, and ſeeming Zeal, for the Publick Safety, to keep up a great Standing Army 
in England. Why ! to what purpoſe 2 O, tor fcar of thoſe Villains the French ; they 
declared, that the French King had only made a Peace at Reſwick, to break the Con- 
federacy; and then intended to bring over King James into Fugland; and yet at 


tb 17 time were they ſecretly, and unknown to the Parliament, entring into the 


ftrifteſt Alliance and Friendſhip imaginable with the French Ain, 
No wonder this Treaty was tranſacted and carried on, and the Great Seal of Exg- 


land put to it, during the Sitting of the Parliament, and without Advice of the 


ſame. The Reaſon is plain, if it be true what ſome alledge, That they had formed 
a Deſign to eſtabliſh a Great Standing-Army, and to Support their Evii Deſigns 
even by the Power of France it (elf. 5 5 

O (ſay they) what a fine time ſhould we have, if the King of England could 
but Raiſe Money without a Parliament, as the King of France does; then we ſhould 
hear nothing of theſe Clowniſh Currs, in the Houſe of Commons. We ſuduld not be 
afraid of thoſe Damn'd Impeachments, and Horrid Addreſſes, to remove Mimiters 
from the Kings Preſence and Councils : Then we could divide the Spoils of the People 
in Safety and Pleaſure, and not be afraid of a Curſed Bil of Accomprs. Who can 
endure to have a parcel of Pragmatical Commoners look into our Proceecings !t— 
Thoſe Damn'd Inquifitors mult be Cruſh'd, or they'll Cruſh us. There is no other 
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way but a Standing Army, let us once get that, and all the reſt will follow of + 


Courſe : Then we'll Sing 01d Roſe in the Gun Room; then we'll make thoſe proud 
Senators ſtoop to us, and attend at our Levies, for Leave to Enjoy their own Eſtates. 
Oh, how it would pleaſe us, to ſee old Seymour and Muſgrave, and Harley and How, 


and all the Seven Commiſſioners of Accompts, thoſe Patriots of their Country. co- 


ming with Petitions to us, to take off the Sequeſtrations upon their Eſtates : Tag 
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would be the Goldes Age, then we ſhould flow with Mzlk and Honey: Then we 


4 ſhould Enjoy our Burgundy and Champaign, with Delight and Safety. But now a 
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Such Alliances as ſhall be moſt proper for the 


Miniſter of State cannot keep another Man's Wife, but there is ſuch a noiſe about it, 
as if all the Nation were to be Undone : Who would lie under the Inquiſition of ſuch 
unreaſonable Men? Away with them, Brand them with all the Faults that Wit and 
Malice can Invent ; there is no Diificulty in it. Do but write a Narrative of what 
we do, and Impute it to them, and their Buſineſs is done. 

Thus theſe wretched Creatures Solace themſelves with the thoughts of Ruin and 


Deſtruction to their Native Country But ſome body will lay, How do you know 
„this? Why, every body knows it, they talk as freely over their Bottles as other 
Men, and as wiſely too. But what it | were one of their Gang, and am willin 


to Diſcover their lniquities, to Save my Country, what hurt is there in all this 7 
Why ſhould not the Truth be known 2 Why ſhould Od England be Ruined by a 
tew Upſtart Miniſters, and their Mercenary Dependants and Followers? No! a 
true Engliſh-man, as long as he can hold a Pen or Sword in his Hand, will never ſee 
the Happy Conſtitution of this Government trampled upon by any Man, much leſs 
by Audacious Upſtarts, that have no Principles of Religion, Honour, or even Com- 
mon Morality. | 
; May 16. 

Mr. Secretary Vernon Acquainted the Houſe, That their Addreſs having been Preſented to 
His Majeſty, That he would be pleaſed to put out of the Commiſſions of the Peace and 
Lieutenancy, ſuch of Mr. William Colepeper, Mr. Thomas Colepeper, Mr. David Polli, Mr. 


Fuſtmian Champneys, and Mr. William Hamilton, as were in the faid Commiſſions ; His Ma- 
jeſty had been pleaſed to give Directions accordingly. 


Thus you may obſerve how His Majeſty reſented theſe Indignities to the Com- 


mons of England, and how little Credit he gave to their pretended Loyalty, which 
aimed at nothing but Diviſions and Detractions, to the prejudice of Exgland, and of 
all the King's Great and Glorious Deſigns, to preſerve the Liberty and Ballance of 


Europe. 


n June 12. 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to come to the Houſe of Lords, and having ſent for the Houſe 
bf Commons, His Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent to, 


1 An Act for farther Limitation of the Crown, and better Securing the Rights aud Liberties of the 
eople. 


An Act for the Preventing the Inconveniences that may happen by Priviledge of Parli i 
And to ſeveral other Acts. . 


And then His Majeſty was pleaſed to make a moſt Gracious Specch, as followeth : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I Return you My hearty Thanks for the Care you have taken to Eſlabliſh the Succeſſion to 
the Crown in the Proteſtant Line And I muſt not loſe this Occaſion of Acquainting 
you, that I am likewiſe extreamly ſenſible of S repeated Aſſurances of Supporting Me in 
reſervation of the Liberty of Europe, and for 
the Cory of England and Holland. Tour ready Compliance with my deſires, as io the 
Succours 
vantage to the Common Cauſe. And as 1 have nothing ſo much at Heart as the Preſervation 
of the Liberty of Europe, and the Honour and Intereſt of England, ſo I make no doubt of 


Attaining thoſe great Ends, by the Bleſfing of God, and the Continuance of your Chearful 
Concurrence. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
The Seaſon of the Tear makes it neceſſary to have a ſpeedy Receſs ; and the Poſture of 
Affaire Abroad does abſolutely require my Preſence, for the Encouragement of Our Allies, 
and for the perfefting of ſuch Alhances as may be moſt effectual for the Common Intereſt , 
and therefore I muſt recommend a Diſpatch of the Publick Buſineſs, eſpecially of thoſe Mat- 


ters which are of the greateſt Importance. 


This 


or the States General, zs alſo a great Satisfattion to Me, as well ax a great Ad. 
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This Speech being repotted by Mr. Speaker to the Houſe, it Was, 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, giving His Majeſty the Humble 
Thanks of this Houſe, tor His molt Gracious Speech from the Throne, and the Satisf:&i- 
on he hath been pleated to exprels of the Proceedings of this Houſe; and to aflure Him 
That upon all Occaſions this Houſe will be ready to Aſſiſt His Majeſty in ſupporting of 
thoſe Alliances His Majeſty ſhall think fit to make in Conjunction with the Emperor and 
the States General, for the Preſervation of the Liberties of Europe, the Proſperity and 
Peace of England, and for Reducing the Exorbant Power of France. 4 


The Addreſs is as followeth : 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


E Tour Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sabjecle, the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 

do, with all imaginable Chearfulneſs, return Taur Majefty our Humble Thanks for 
Tur Moſt Gracious Speech from the ve brone ;, in which Tour Majeſty is pleaſed to e xþ eſs 
Jour Royal Approbation of the Proceedings of Tour Commons : And we do further Unanimouſly 
aſſure Tour Majeſty, 1hat we will be ready on all Occaſions to Aſſiſt Tour Majeſi 'y, in Support- 
ing Lo Alliances as Dur Majeſty Hall think fu to make, in Conjunttion with the Emperor 
and States General, for the Preſervation of the Liberties of En rope, the Proſperity and Peace 
of England, and for Reducing the Exorbitant Power of France. 


I need not obſerve what a Blow this Gracious Speech gave to the Malecontents z 


they were put to their Wits end before, but now they did not know how to Support 


their Credit any longer with the People they had deceived. They had endeavoured 
to make them believe, the King was ſtil] their Friend, and had no manner of good 
Opinion of the Houſe of Commons, but when the King had been pleaſed to declare the 
contrary in ſo many Speeches, and ar laſt in a moſt Solemn manner from the Throne, 
then the People began to find out, that they had been Impos'd vpon with Lyes and 
Falſe Reports, and the great Treat for the Aentiſb Petitioners moulder'd into a very 
precarious Dinner; and their Meeting at Black. Heath was chiefly by ſuch as the 
had Solicited and got together, not ſo much out of Fext, as our of the Suburbs and 
Dregs of the Town. | 

But on 

| June 14. ö 

Mr. Speaker Reports His Majeſty's Gracious Anſuer to the laſt Addreſs of 

Thanks, in theſe words: 


Gentlemen, 


1 Thank you very Heartily for the Unanimous Aſſurances you have given Me, of your rea- 
dineſs to Aſſiſt Me, in Supporting ſuch Alliances aa I ſhall make in Conjunttion with the 
Emperor and the States General, It will be a great Encouragement to them, to find the 
Sence of this Kingdom ſo ful Expreſs'd on this Occaſion, and wiil likewife contribute moſt 
Eheltually to the Obtaining thoſe great Ends you have now mentioned, on which the Happi- 
neſs of Europe does ſo much depend. 


Now the Party began to flagg cruelly ; The People did all ſmoak their Deſigns, 
and they had but one of their Games left, and that was to keep up a Miſunderitandin 
between the two Houſes, in hopes of Impoſing a Neceſſity upon the King to Diſſolve 


the Parliament, that they might once more try the powerful Guinea, as the laſt Effort | 


they had to make ſor their own Preſervation, from giving up a Juſt Account of the 
Publick Treaſure, and thereby diſcovering more Mylteries to the Abuſed People: 


And how far they have ſucceeded, I am forbid to ſpeak, becauſe ] have a great Ho. 
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nour for thoſe that have given com ede to theſe Perſons ; and who, I doubt 
not, will in a ſhort time be fully Convinced of the Jniquities of thoſe that have ſo 
egregiouſly Abuſed them, and endeavoured to Save themſelves, by a ſatal Diviſion | 
in their Country. | 


4 Fane 24. 
His Majeſty came to the Houſe, and having ſent for the Commons, and after paſſing fe- 
veral Money-Bills, was graciouſly pleaſed to make the following Speech : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 

HE Seffion being now come to a ContIuſion, I muſt return you My hearty Thanks for 

the great Zeal you have expreſjed for the Publick Service, and your ready 2 

with thoſe things which I recommended T at the Opening of this Parliament: And I muſt 

thank you, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, in particular, both for your Diſpatch of 

thoſe neceſſary 1 which you have Granted for the Public Occafions. and for the En. 

couragement you given Me io enter into Alliances for the Preſervation of the Liberty of 

Europe, and the Support of the Confederacy , in which, as it ſhall be My Care, not to put 

the Nation to any 8 Expence, ſo I make no doubt, that what ſogver ſhall be done, 

during your Receſs, for the Advantage of the Common Cauſe, in this Matter, will have your 
Approbation at our Meeting again in the Winter. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I hall Conclude with Recommending to = all, the Diſcharge of your Duties in your re- 
ſpettive Countries that the Peace of the Kingdom may be ſecured by your Vigilance, and Care 


in your ſeveral $ tations. 


And now muſt I beg leave to ask thoſe Malecontents, How came the King to 
Thank the Lords and Commons fo heartily, for the Great Zeal they had expreſſed 
for the Publick Service, and ready Compliance with thoſe Things which he had Re- 
commended at the Opening of the Parliament? How came the King to Thank the 
Houſe of Commons ſo very kindly, and particularly? Was it becauſe they were 
Facobites, and the King's Enemies > Was it for being Unduritul and Unmannerly : 
Was it for being ſcandaloufly Vicious like themſelves > Was it for betraying the Ju- 
ſtice of the Nation:? For ſelling the Liberty of the Subject? For being Unjult to their 
Treaties, and Unkind to their Confederates 2 For being Negligent of the Safety of 
England, and of our Proteſtant Neighbours 2 No, you vile Wretches, you falſe per- 
fidious Creatures, you Enemies to the Peace and Happineſs of the King and King- 
dom, you Friends of France, you Betrayers of your Country. No, the Kin 


Thanks the Commons in particular, for their Diſpatch of thoſe neceſſary Supplies, 


which they bad granted for the Publick Occaſions, a7 for the Encouragement they had 


given him to enter into Alliances for the Preſervation of the Liberty of Europe, aud the 
Support of the Confederacy. 


What Puniſhment then can be ſevere enough to curb the Inſolency of thoſe Falle, 


Factious, and Seditious Creatures? What Goverament can ſubſiſt, where ſuch Men 


are tolerated ? Such Boutefeus, and Incendiaries, will Subvert the beſt of Govern- 
ments, and bring Ruine and Deſtruction upon their Native Country. 

If the People of Exgland ſhould ever be perſwaded to hearken to Lies and Stories 
againſt their Repreſentatives, and thereby Diſcourage the Houſe of Commons, from 
Expoſing themſelves to the Rage and Fury of Great Men, to Defend their Rights 
and Properties 3 what can be expected, but that they will yield Themlclves, and 
their Poſterity, a Prey to every hungry Courtier ? And at laſt, to the worſt of Evils, 


even Popery and Slavery. 


FIN TI S. 
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